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NI SCIENCE FESTIVAL

Whether you’re a family discovering dinosaurs for the first
time, a student exploring your future in STEAM, or a
lifelong learner fascinated by the universe — the NI
Science Festival invites you to be curious with us.

Read More on Pages 3,5 & 6

LOOK NORTH FESTIVAL

Celebrating North Belfast’s rich heritage, and its cultural
creative and literary talents, the programme features a
wide range of activities and interests.

Read More on Pages 3,4 &5
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psssst

Before you dive off into a world of events,
we’ve got a favour to ask.

We're working on a new and improved
version of our website and we'd love your
input. If you've got a couple of spare
minutes, please help us by completing our
short website survey. It's quick to fill out and
it will help us understand how people really
use our site, so we can make it even better.
Thank you!

Link to survey


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzji2W2Krk2rCWJhMPsGX_Ko3AZgwVgN08gwO5KRoPUHJe6w/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzji2W2Krk2rCWJhMPsGX_Ko3AZgwVgN08gwO5KRoPUHJe6w/viewform?usp=header

FESTIVALS

Look North Festival

Across North Belfast
27 Feb - 1 March

A wonderful weekend of literature, heritage, music,
poetry, comedy, entertainment, discussion and
community collaboration.

p  Click here to see more

RENDR Festival

Banana Block
12 -13 Feb

RENDR is an evening festival for inspiration and
networking with talented creatives just like you
from all around the world. Immerse yourself in
performance, our gallery of digital art and enhance
your research and development, all while having
an unforgettable experience. If you're looking for
inspiration and to unleash your creativity, RENDR
has you covered Featuring 30+ speakers in Belfast
on the 12th - 13th Feb 2026.

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT
0/ for A&BNI Member
0 Organisations.
m? 20% Discount Code (2
Day Passes) - Use Code
ABNI

p  Click here to see more

NI Science Festival

Across Northern Ireland

1 Feb - 22 Feb

With over 250 events across 90+ venues, the NI
Science Festival offers a stimulating and wide

range of events focusing on the wonders of
science.

p  Click here to see more
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6'- 8" February 2026
Newry Town Hall

A weekend celebrating
the piano in all jits
brilliance and majesty.
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Newry Chamber Music

Piano Festival

Across Newry Area

6 -8 Feb

Newry Chamber Music launches its inaugural Piano
Festival — a weekend celebrating the piano in all its
brilliance and majesty. Featuring performances by
David Quigley, Finghin Collins, Steven Osborne,
Rob Barron, Georgia Cécile and narration by
Séamus O Hara.

p  Click here to see more



https://northbelfastfestival.com/
https://nisciencefestival.com/events/
https://www.rendrfestival.com/
https://newrychambermusic.org/whats-on/

Look North Festival
presents Beat Carnival:

Look North Festival
presents An Afternoon

of Poetry and Music

The American Bar
27 Feb

Join Marty, Réisin, Eugene & Eoghan, and Michael
for an afternoon of poetry and music in The
American Bar. Marty is an award-winning published
poet, living and writing in Belfast. Réisin is a
celebrated singer and musician who is gifting you
sean nos, the old songs that will take you back
through past lives. Eugene & Eoghan O’Neill are a
father son pair of talented musicians from Tyrone,
playing you some new tunes for the first time.
Michael is a multi-instrumentalist living and
composing in Ards, paired with Marty to end the
first half. We do hope you enjoy this collaboration.

p  Click here to see more

Belfast Meets Brazil
2026

Crumlin Road Gaol, Belfast
27 Feb

Beat Carnival presents an evening of lively
musicianship exploring links between Belfast and
Brazil. Belfast based Brazilian musician Israh Castro
as ‘Utropiks’ will give us a flavour of his original
compositions influenced by traditional Brazilian
rhythms, spiritual jazz, Jamaican dub and African
polyrhythms. Belfast Groove Collective will bring
flavours of Hip Hop, R&B Soul, Jazz and more to
the party, and BEATnDRUM wiill bring the Energia
Positiva with their blistering set of classic sambas
and ‘sambafied’ renditions of dance floor
destroyers! Best get yer dancing shoes on and
dress for Carnival!

p  Click here to see more

Look North Festival

presents Acrylic Art
Class workshop

New Lodge Arts Studio
27 Feb

Join our artist Fionnuala Duffin for a relaxed, fun
painting class for adults. Whether you're a
beginner or an experienced artist, this class will
help you explore colour, texture, and technique as
you bring your own unique art piece to life. Relax,
unwind, and let your imagination take the lead in a
fun, inspiring environment. All materials provided.
Free to attend.

p  Click here to see more



https://northbelfastfestival.com/
https://northbelfastfestival.com/
https://northbelfastfestival.com/

Look North Festival
presents Belfast Central
Library and Fine Book
Room tours

Belfast Central Library
27 & 28 Feb

Join us for a tour of one of Belfast’s most iconic
buildings. Find out the history (and the secrets!) of
Northern Ireland’s oldest free public library
including going behind the scenes and seeing the
treasures of our Fine Book Room.

p  Click here to see more

NI Science Festival

presents Art Cure

Crescent Arts Centre

1 Feb

In Art Cure, world-leading researcher Professor Daisy
Fancourt reveals how the arts can transform our lives.
Songs help shape children’s developing brains, creative
hobbies build resilience against dementia, and visual art
and music can reduce depression, stress and pain as
effectively as some medications. Dance helps create
new neural pathways for people recovering from brain
injury, and attending live music, museums or theatre
lowers the risk of loneliness and frailty. Arts engagement
even supports the functioning of major organ systems.
Drawing on cutting-edge neuroscience, immunology and
psychology — plus inspiring real stories — Fancourt
shows how art doesn’t just help us survive, but truly
flourish.

p  Click here to see more

Look North Festival
presents Mary Beckett:
A Belfast Woman

The Linen Hall Library
25 Feb

Born in 1926, Mary Beckett is regarded as one of
Belfast’s finest writers. Widely acclaimed for her
novels and short stories, especially A Belfast
Woman, A Literary Woman and Give Them Stones,
her work did much to capture and explore the lives
and experiences of women, especially working-
class women. To mark the centenary of her birth,
The Linen Hall in partnership with Look North!,
brings together two acclaimed Belfast writers,
Anne Devlin and Wendy Erskine, to talk about
Beckett’s work and her enduring legacy. This
session will be chaired by award-winning novelist
and short story writer, Bernie McGill.

p  Click here to see more

NI Science Festival

presents “Dreaming”
of Rhythm

Oh Yeah Centre
14 Feb

Drummers, join us at Oh Yeah Music Centre for a
workshop exploring the science behind rock
drumming—the physical, psychological and social
demands and benefits for the performer and the
learner. Hear research insights, personal stories,
and watch a live demonstration of how scientific
data is collected during performance. Age 14+.

p  Click here to see more



https://northbelfastfestival.com/
https://northbelfastfestival.com/
https://nisciencefestival.com/events/
https://nisciencefestival.com/events/

NI Science Festival
presents Crafters of the
Forge

Patterson’s Spade Mill
13-15 Feb

Are you ready to ignite your creativity and delve
into the world of traditional craftsmanship? Get
fired up for a hands-on experience that combines
history, artistry, and practical skills. In this one-hour
workshop, you’ll learn the time-honoured
techniques of forging and blacksmithing, guided by
our skilled National Trust blacksmith team. This
year, we're turning up the heat as you create your
very own coat hook, a perfect blend of functionality
and personal craftsmanship to take home. Come
prepared in clothes you don’t mind getting a little
dirty, and wear sturdy footwear, preferably work
boots or shoes. Don’t forget your water bottle—
blacksmithing is hot work, and you’ll want to stay
hydrated. Suitable for age 14+.

p  Click here to see more

NI Science Festival
presents Designs on
Rathlin

Ebb and Flow Café, Rathlin Island
13 Feb

Inspired by traditional knitting patterns come along
and use your creativity to design a square that will
be included in a large scale knitted/crocheted
blanket. Think about the uniqueness of Rathlin, its
history, surrounding landscape, people, and
stories. Invitation to all ages. A talk about
traditional knitting history and how it has sustained
us (kept us safe and warm — and materials,
processes used).

p  Click here to see more



https://nisciencefestival.com/events/
https://nisciencefestival.com/events/

FAMILY
FRIENDLY

Felt making Workshop for

Kids and Adults

An Carn

21 Feb

With Andrea Hayes Discover working with an array
of colourful merino wools and fibres to create a
beautiful Aurora themed artwork using the wet
felting process! All equipment and materials are
supplied, and no experience is necessary.

p  Click here to see more

Newry Chamber Music
Piano Festival: Gather
Around for Stories
and Sound

Newry Town Hall

7 Feb

A Narrated Piano-Duet Concert for Children
featuring Poulenc’s story of Babar the Elephant
and Ravel’s magical Mother Goose Suite. Finghin
Collins and David Quigley piano; Séamus O Hara
narrator.

p  Click here to see more

Moonlight Dream -

Maiden Voyage Dance

Millennium Forum Studio Theatre
12 Feb

Step into a world of wonder with Moonlight Dream,
a gentle sensory-rich dance and live music journey
to the moon for 0—6-year-olds and their families.
Follow a curious child and their two lovable
companions, a caring bear and a mischievous fox,
as they explore the night sky and discover the
limitless possibilities of the dream world. With live
music, gentle movement, and glowing lightscapes,
you are transported to a peaceful and ethereal
space where imagination takes flight. A perfect first
theatre experience and a beautiful way to bond,
unwind, and spark wonder. Come and dream with
us! NB — seating will be a mixture of beanbags,
small sofas and on the floor cushions. Also at Roe
Valley Arts & Cultural Centre on 10 Feb and
Marketplace Theatre Armagh on 24 & 25 Feb.

p  click here to see more



https://ancarn.org/whats-on/mini-makers-feltmaking-workshop-with-andrea-hayes/
https://newrychambermusic.org/piano-fest/
https://millenniumforum.co.uk/whats-on

FAMILY
FRIENDLY

NI Science Festival
presents Creating

Colour in Art

Ulster Museum
13 Feb

Learn about how artists created colour in the past,
by looking at a range of objects on display in the
Ulster Museum. Get involved in a ‘colour search’ to
add to your own artists’ palette board. Then, grind
your own minerals and mix your paints to create
your own unique colours. Suitable for 6-12 years.

p>  Click here to see more

Ulster Orchestra presents
CBeebies Prom: Wildlife

Jamboree

Waterfront Hall
buy now for 28 March 2026

Join some of your favourite CBeebies friends to
celebrate the natural world at this spectacular
Wildlife Jamboree with the Ulster Orchestra and
brilliant conductor Ellie Slorach. Prowl! with the
tigers, stamp in the snow and hear the desert wind,
as well as going on an adventure to find one of the
tiniest creatures in the world. Duggee, Bluey, the
Octonauts and lots more CBeebies friends invite
you and the most unusual animal guests, to join in
with music, songs and lots of wildlife fun. An
unmissable, magical, multi-media event featuring
popular CBeebies theme tunes, orchestral treats,
live action film and animation with a few surprises
along the way!

p  Click here to see more

NI Science Festival
presents The Big

Picture

STArt Gallery, Dungannon

1 Feb

Let’'s STArt at the beginning! In this workshop,
children will blast off into creativity as they use
mixed media to design a dazzling, larger-than-life
wall mural inspired by a swirling, explosive nebula.
Every young STArter will craft their own
shimmering ‘cosmic dust’—a take-home galaxy
made from vibrant coloured salts and sparkling
glitter. Suitable for 6-12 years.

p  Click here to see more

Belfast Children’s

Festival

Across Belfast
Book Now for 5 - 14 March

Belfast Children’s Festival is not just for the young,
but also the young at heart with local, national and
international performances and events to entertain,
surprise and delight. At Young at Art, we believe
our great arts experiences are for everyone, so
whether you’re 8 weeks old or 108 years old, enjoy
our festival fun!

p  Click here to see more



https://nisciencefestival.com/events/
https://nisciencefestival.com/events/
https://www.ulsterorchestra.org.uk/whats-on/cbeebies-prom-wildlife-jamboree-belfast/
https://youngatart.co.uk/belfast-childrens-festival/

SEE A
SHOW

TOM DAVIS

Millennium Forum
buy now for 26 - 30 May

Michael Harrison in association with Cameron
Mackintosh presents the spectacular new production of
MISS SAIGON as Boublil and Schénberg’s legendary
musical is reborn. The soaring score features hit songs
including; “The Heat is On in Saigon”, “The Movie in My
Mind”, “Last Night of the World” and “The American
Dream”. Embarking on a major UK and Ireland Tour, this
epic production arrives at the Millennium Forum in May
2026. In the last days of the Vietham War, 17 year-old
Kim is forced to work in a Saigon bar run by a notorious
character known as The Engineer. There she meets
and falls in love with an American Gl named Chris but
they are torn apart by the fall of Saigon. For 3 years,
Kim goes on an epic journey of survival to find her way
back to Chris, who has no idea he's fathered a son.

) Click here to see more

Tom Davis: Spudgun

The MAC, Belfast
8 Feb

Tom Davis is back on the road, firing out his freshly
cooked observations on life's hot topics. Co-host of the
mega-hit podcast Wolf and Owl with Romesh
Ranganathan, star of BAFTA and award-winning
comedy series Murder in Successville and BBC One
smash-hit comedy King Gary, Tom also has his own
special Underdog available to watch on Sky and NOW
TV. Also seen on Live At The Apollo (BBC) and The
Jonathan Ross Show (ITV). Get ready — this one's fully
loaded.

} Click here to see more

The MAC, Belfast
18 - 28 Feb

A new adaptation of George Orwell’s Animal Farm by
award—winning Tinderbox Theatre Company. Adapted
and Directed by Patrick J O’Reilly. Four women are
detained following a protest in Belfast. Under
interrogation, they respond not with answers, but with
passages from Animal Farm, sparking a fierce debate
around free speech, propaganda, and censorship.
More than 80 years after Orwell’s landmark satire first
hit the page, this bold reimagining speaks powerfully
to the present moment. Age guidance: 12+

} Click here to see more



https://themaclive.com/event/animal-farm
https://millenniumforum.co.uk/whats-on/miss-saigon
https://themaclive.com/event/tom-davis-spudgun

Blood Brothers

Millennium Forum
17 - 21 Feb

Written by Willy Russell, the legendary Blood Brothers
tells the captivating and moving tale of twins who,
separated at birth, grow up on opposite sides of the
tracks, only to meet again with fateful consequences.
The superb score includes Bright New Day, Marilyn
Monroe and the emotionally charged hit Tell Me It's Not
True. Starring Rebecca Storm as Mrs Johnstone.

} Click here to see more

The Importance Of

Being Earnest

Lyric Theatre Belfast
31Jan - 22 Feb

Oscar Wilde’s comic masterpiece returns to the Lyric!
Back by popular demand, The Importance of Being
Earnestonce again takes centre stage at the Lyric
Theatre. Hailed as one of the greatest comedies ever
written, Wilde’s dazzling satire of Victorian society is
brimming with sharp wit, tangled romances, and
delightfully absurd mistaken identities. Follow Jack and
Algernon as they flit between the glittering high life of
London and the rustic calm of the countryside, where a
seemingly quaint garden sets the stage for the most
delicious chaos. With handbags misplaced, identities
fabricated, and propriety turned on its head, the story
spirals into comic mayhem. At the heart of this
sparkling production is a brilliant ensemble cast,
bringing Wilde’s larger-than-life characters to vivid,
hilarious effect. Together, they capture the razor-sharp
wit and rhythm of a play that continues to dazzle more
than a century after its debut. Come along darlings, and
join us for the garden party, everyone is talking about!

P Click here to see more

By John Godber T 6%
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19™ - 21°' FEBRUARY 2026 7:30PM

< Tickets & info at
www.belvoirplayers.org
EELYOIR Tickets: Adults £18 | Concession £13 BELVOIR

FLAYERS s amasenr prad Thee T STUDIO THEATRE

Bouncers

Belvoir Studio Theatre
19 - 21 Feb

Step into the world of John Godber’s legendary
comedy, Bouncers! This isn’t just a play—it’s a hilarious,
fast-paced, and utterly relatable journey into the heart
of the 2010s nightclub scene.

p Click here to see more



https://millenniumforum.co.uk/whats-on/blood-brothers
https://www.belvoirplayers.org/events/bouncers/
https://lyrictheatre.co.uk/whats-on/the-importance-of-being-earnest-2

Bruiser Theatre Company
presents 'Wasted' by
Kat Woods

The MAC, Belfast & touring
28 Feb

Belfast Bruiser presents Wasted by award-winning
playwright Kat Woods. This important play illuminates that
grey area in sexual relationships after a few too many
drinks as we follow Emma and Oli through the blurry haze
of a dubious hangover. Each performance will include a
post-show Q&A with panellists from organisations such as
Ascert, Nexus and Informing Choices. The MAC
performance will be hosted by Informing Choices. Free
performances available for schools and community groups
at selected venues. If you represent a community group
and would like to attend - please contact
ruairi.rowan@informingchoicesni.org with your name and
how many spaces you'd like. Age guidance 16+ Content &
trigger warnings apply. Also touring to Girdwood
Community Hub, Theatre at the Mill, Island Arts Centre in
March.

) Click here to see more

Never Always Ever Was

Portico Arts Centre, Portaferry
13 Feb

A sweeping, multigenerational story, Never Always Ever
Was spans time from the 1980s to the 2040s, weaving
together the lives of Danny, a restless young man from
Belfast determined to escape the monotony of home in
search of purpose and adventure, and Julia, a recent
university graduate from Port Fairy who has returned
home to find a way to turn her passion for
environmental conservation into meaningful action.
Their fateful meeting on New Year’s Eve in 1989, at a
small-town pub, sets the stage for an exploration of
identity, home, and the far-reaching ripple effects of the
choices we make.

p cClick here to see more
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Maggie's Menopause

Grand Opera House
2-7Feb

After the shocking revelation that she is now in the
menopause, Maggie struggles with how to navigate
these buck-daft times. Will she lose the plot with the hot
sweats? Will she get her lovelorn lust back? Or will she
end up in Maghaberry after batein' long-suffering Billy
round the bap with her leopard-print stiletto?
Menopausal Muff like you’ve never seen her before!
Written and produced by award-winning writer Leesa
Harker, directed by international director Andrea
Montgomery, and starring critically-acclaimed Caroline
Curran.

> Click here to see more



https://www.goh.co.uk/whats-on/maggies-menopause
https://bruisertheatrecompany.com/productions/wasted-1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/never-always-ever-was-tickets-1981437985353

Don't Fence Me In

Lyric Theatre, Belfast
8 Feb - 1pm

A Rogue Encounters Production for Brain Injury Matters,
The Unusual Suspects present a personal story to
highlight the support needs of brain injury sufferers in
general. This work is a combination of intimate story-
telling and vibrant ensemble messaging about the
challenges of habituating to a life post brain injury, with
emphasis on vital support needs.

P Click here to see more

The Barber of Seville

Grand Opera House
17 - 21 Feb

Opera returns to the main stage this spring! Lyric
Opera returns to Belfast with this iconic masterpiece
in a production bright with colour, high in humour and
full of action. Enter into 18th century Seville with all
the ingredients for comic chaos, a love match made
in heaven and the wily and inventive Figaro juggling
everything to make it happen. All wrapped up in
Rossini’s irresistible and masterful score, full of
virtuoso brilliance.

P Click here to see more

. Image Credijt Carrie Davenport

To Kill a Mockingbird

Grand Opera House
24 Feb - 7 March

Aaron Sorkin’s riveting, award-winning stage adaptation
of the seminal American novel about racial injustice and
childhood innocence became a Broadway and West
End sensation with star-studded sell-out seasons on
both sides of the Atlantic. Now this thrilling courtroom
drama embarks on a UK & Ireland tour for the very first
time. Successful lawyer, Atticus Finch, encourages
kindness and empathy in his children, but is pushed to
the limits of these qualities himself when he resolves to
uncover the truth in a town that seems determined to
hide it.

} Click here to see more



https://rogue-encounters.com/coming-soon
https://www.goh.co.uk/whats-on/the-barber-of-seville
https://www.goh.co.uk/whats-on/to-kill-a-mockingbird

Get
Involved

Creative Workshops

Golden Thread Gallery
second Saturdays

Our free creative workshops for teens & adults take
place in our Community & Engagement Hub on the
second Saturday of every month.

p  Click here to see more

Deadly Dinner

Walled City Brewery, Derry
14 Feb

Join us at the Walled City Brewery for Deadly Dinner
— a night of thrills, chills, and dangerously delicious
delights. This is no ordinary dining experience. Expect
eerie elegance, curious concoctions, and a feast that
might just keep you on edge until the very last bite. At
the heart of the evening is our host, Dr. Kathryn
Harkup — acclaimed chemist, writer, and expert in the
deadly and the delectable. Known for her razor-sharp
wit and fascination with fatal formulas, Kathryn will
lead you deep into the world of poisonous plots and
murderous mysteries.

p Click here to see more
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Introduction to
Copper Etching with
Niamh Ferguson

Belfast Print Workshop
21 & 22 Feb 10am - 4pm

Explore the beautiful art of copper etching in this
hands-on weekend course with artist Niamh
Ferguson. You'll learn how to prepare and ground
a copper plate, draw your design, and etch and
print your own original artwork. Throughout the
weekend, you’ll be introduced to a range of
traditional etching techniques including drypoint,
soft and hard ground etching, and aquatint. While
gaining a solid understanding of the tools,
materials, and processes involved. Suitable for
beginners and those with some previous
experience who wish to refresh their knowledge
and develop their printmaking skills. All materials
are provided.

p  click here to see more

Level 3: Documentary

Photography

Belfast Exposed
4,21 & 28 Feb

This practical, hands-on course is designed for
intermediates, and those who have completed or are
already familiar with the topics covered in ‘Level 1:
Introduction To Your Digital Camera’ and ‘Level 2:
Develop Your Photography Skills’.

} Click here to see more



https://bpw.org.uk/upcoming-classes/p/6z7l2gx51kgmp1d58r8qrd66foidfd
https://goldenthreadgallery.co.uk/
https://www.belfastexposed.org/whats-on/level-3-documentary-photography/?occurrence=2026-02-14&time=1771077600
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/deadly-dinner-vs2-tickets-1610575206799?aff=ebdssbdestsearch&_gl=1*6ffxg1*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTA1OTcwMzUyNy4xNzYyOTQzNjEw*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NjI5NDM2MDkkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjI5NDM2MDkkajYwJGwwJGgw

Get
Involved

Poster Printing: Screen
printing Workshop with

Fionnuala McGowan

Belfast Print Workshop
7 Feb 10am - 4pm

Get hands-on with the art of screen printing in this
full-day workshop! Learn how to design and print
your own bold, two-layer poster using professional
screen printing techniques. You’ll explore stencil
creation, screen exposure, colour mixing, and
printing gaining both creative and technical skills
along the way. By the end of the day, you’ll leave
with your own vibrant screenprinted designs and a
solid understanding of the process.

> Click here to see more

Teens & Adults Creative

Workshop

Golden Thread Gallery
14 Feb

Come along to Golden Thread Gallery's Creative
Workshop. In these FREE art workshops, participants
will create an artwork inspired by one of our exhibiting
artists. These workshops will be led by one of our in-
house facilitators. Suitable for teens and adults.

} Click here to see more

Valentines Token
Workshop

The Crescent Arts Centre, Belfast
7 Feb

Take time out for a little relaxed stitching and
embroidery to make a Valentine's heart to give to a
loved one or to keep. All materials will be included but
please bring some small scissors to class.

P Click here to see more

Block Printing with

Natural Dyes

Millennium Court, Portadown
14 Feb, 10am to Ipm

Discover the beauty of plant-based dyes and create
your own stunning hand-printed designs on Irish linen
using an array of decorative wood blocks and printing
inks made from natural dyes.

P Click here to see more

Teacher CPD Training

The MAC
4 Feb

A full-day of interactive, creative training designed for
NI Drama teachers immerse yourself in Bruiser’s
distinctive style and leave with practical, ready-to-use
tools. Gain: Practical exercises rooted in Bruiser’s
physical theatre style; Creative directing & devising
approaches; Techniques to energise and engage
learners. Lunch included. Network with fellow
educators.

P Click here to see more



https://bpw.org.uk/upcoming-classes/p/make-your-mark-a-poster-screenprinting-workshop-with-fionnuala-mcgowan
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/creative-art-workshop-for-teens-and-adults-free-tickets-1970227771301?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://crescentarts.org/workshops/valentines-token
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/block-printing-with-natural-dyes-tickets-1980179300593
https://forms.gle/CALMrST1kFms7Gck8
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Barbara Steveni, 'l Find

Myself'

Void Art Centre
Until 4 April

The life and work of Barbara Steveni (1928-2020),
who described herself as an artist—activist, embodied
an archive and pioneered a diffused art practice that
resists clear definition. Invisible threads interlink the
various roles she played in the contexts within which
she was situated and responding to. As with other
women artists of her generation she combined
childrearing and managing domestic chores with the
production of work, and was frequently overshadowed
by her male partner’s success.

P> Click here to see more

A House of Play: 75
Years of the Lyric
Players Belfast

Lyric Theatre Belfast
Until 8 Feb

To honour Mary and Pearse O’Malley’s legacy, we will
transform our current theatre space into a recreation of
the original theatre from their Derryvolgie home,
bringing audiences back to the place where the Lyric
first took shape. Opening week will feature a special
programme on this intimate stage, with music, poetry,
in-conversation events, documentary screenings and
live performances. Featured guests include Medbh
McGuckian, Anne Devlin, Colin Davidson & Mark
Carruthers, Conor O’Malley, Kim Mawhinney, along with
performances by Neil Martin, Hive Choir, Rogue
Encounters, John Anderson’s Voices of Ireland and
more.

P> cClick here to see more

Film Screening - Listen
to the Land Speak: A

journey of return

An Coire
13 Feb

Listen to the Land Speak: A Journey of Return is an
RTE documentary by the late Manch&n Magan
exploring the deep connection between Irish identity,
landscape, and mythology. Travelling from bogs to
mountains, Magan uncovers ancient wisdom for
renewing our bond with nature, while confronting his
own mortality through sacred sites and rituals.

P> click here to see more



https://lyrictheatre.co.uk/whats-on/a-house-of-play-75-yer
http://www.derryvoid.com/
https://nisciencefestival.com/event/listen-to-the-land-speak-a-journey-of-return-film-an-carn/

VISUAL ARTS
& LITERATURE

Insight into the Other

Golden Thread Gallery
14 Feb - 18 April

Insight into the Other is an exhibition exchange
between Belfast and Boston that looks at how
place affects how we see art and each other. The
exhibition invites people to think about difference,
understanding, and shared experience through
prints, collage, animations, drawings, sculptures
and videos.

> Click here to see more

MATERIAL ALCHEMY

Craft NI Gallery
5 Feb - 27 March

MATERIAL ALCHEMY celebrates the process of
fostering curiosity and indulging in play. Intrigued
by the parallels connecting the work of an artist
and an alchemist, mixed media artist Sarah Cathers
explores the art of transformation, documenting
the journey of finding a curious object,
experimenting with its properties and potential,
and working towards a ‘eureka!” moment. Alchemy
is the process of converting base metals into gold.
Similarly, Sarah works with seemingly worthless,
discarded materials, altering them to create
treasured artefacts. Free entry, no booking
necessary.

> Click here to see more

Late Night Art

Various galleries across Belfast
first Thursday of the month

On the first Thursday of every month, many of
Belfast’s galleries and studios stay up late so that
audiences can enjoy after-hours access to some of
the finest visual art that the city has to offer. A
great post-work social activity to enjoy by yourself
or with friends and family, embrace the
atmosphere of Late Night Art and immerse
yourself in Belfast’s art scene. Participants can
expect to see media from across the visual arts,
including painting, sculpture, photography,
illustration, craft, video, and performance, and no
two Late Night Art experiences are ever the same!

P Click here to see more

DISASTERS AND
INTERVENTIONS

Until 29 March
The Naughton Gallery Belfast

The Naughton Gallery presents Disasters and
Interventions, a new exhibition by internationally
renowned artist Oliver Jeffers. This marks the first
time that this collection of works — created
sporadically over the past decade and a half — has
been exhibited together.

) Click here to see more



https://goldenthreadgallery.co.uk/event/insight-into-the-other/
https://belfastartmap.com/latenightart
https://craftni.org/
https://belfastartmap.com/latenightarthttps:/naughtongallery.org/Exhibitions/2025/DISASTERSANDINTERVENTIONS.html

VISUAL ARTS
& LITERATURE

{
._\(_.;{ t~
&@ b

Re-presenting
representations of

representation:
Revisited

Belfast Exposed
Feb 5 - 21 March

Belfast Exposed is delighted to present ‘Re-presenting
representations of representation: Revisited’ exploring
the history of performance art through the lens of its
documentation. Rather than presenting performance
as a fixed or singular event, Peter Richards asks a
fundamental question: do we know performance art
itself, or do we know its images?

p Click here to see more

University of Atypical
Until 25 Feb

'twixt is @ group exhibition of work by local artists who
received the Atypical DDASF Award.

} Click here to see more

The Lost Paintings: A
Prelude to Return

The MAC, Belfast
Until 29 March

This exhibition gathers 53 artists from Palestine and its
diaspora across time and borders to reimagine the
missing works of Maroun Tomb, a Palestinian
Lebanese artist, whose 1947 exhibition in Haifa was
lost amid the mass displacement and dispossession of
the Palestinians during the Nakba. The works
resurrect a moment that was nearly erased until it was
discovered in archival documents. Curators: Joélle
Tomb, Rula Khoury, Haidi Motola.

p Click here to see more

Things Like That

Belfast Exposed
Feb 5 - 21 March

Belfast Exposed is pleased to present Things Like
That, a newly commissioned film and installation by
Trish Morrissey, developed in response to the Belfast
Exposed Archive. This commission forms part of the
organisation’s long-term strategy to reanimate the
archive as an active, living resource—one that invites
contemporary artists to engage critically with its
material, histories and systems of knowledge.

p>  Click here to see more

age: Yara Kassem Mahajena



https://themaclive.com/exhibition/the-lost-paintings-a-prelude-to-return
https://www.belfastexposed.org/whats-on/peter-richards-revisited-re-presenting-representations-of-representation/
https://universityofatypical.org/
https://www.belfastexposed.org/whats-on/trish-morrissey-things-like-that/

Leonard Bernstein reimagined

Newry Chamber Music
Piano Festival Opening
Concert

with the Rob Barron Trio

and Georgia Cécile

Newry Town Hall
7 Feb

Leonard Bernstein was one of the titans of music
making in the 20th century. His timeless compositions
for choirs, soloists and orchestras remain essential
parts of the musical canon along with the many great
songs he wrote that have now become jazz standards.
Among his most memorable creations are his
extensive musical theatre compositions of which
“West Side Story” is the most famous. Giving voice to
this wide collection, in his original and most creative
manner comes Rob Barron with his trio, a creative jazz
pianist, who recognises that Bernstein’s imaginative
creations give themselves generously to an updated
and improvised interpretation. Rob devotes the first
half to “West Side Story”, whilst the second half
captures a wide range of music from Bernstein’s
“Candide”, “On The Town”, 'Wonderful Town”, “A
Quiet Place” and more.

p Click here to see more

Festival Finale -

Reflections on the
Waltz

Newry Town Hall
8 Feb

Leading British pianist Steven Osborne takes our
inaugural piano festival to a glittering close with a
beautifully crafted programme of music with the waltz
at the heart of it. The festival culminates with
Schubert’s mighty sonata in Bb major.

p>  Click here to see more

Newry Town Hall
6 Feb

A weekend celebrating the piano in all its brilliance
and majesty. Newry Chamber Music launches its
inaugural Piano Fest with a vibrant opening concert
featuring David Quigley and Finghin Collins in their
first-ever performance together — performing on two
magnificent Steinway Model D concert grand pianos.
The concert features two world premieres by leading
Irish composers Philip Martin and Sam Perkin and
culminates in a performance of Rachmaninov's
electrifying Symphonic Dances which is sure to raise
the roof of Newry's magnificent Town Hall. Be there
for a first in this iconic building!

p>  Click here to see more

Sunday morning Jazz

concert with Rob Barron
Piano

NCM Hub, Newry
8 Feb

A warm and uplifting Sunday-morning solo jazz piano
concert celebrating the Great American Songbook.
The programme features timeless works by George
Gershwin, Jerome Kern, Rodgers & Hart, and other
Broadway masters whose songs have become
enduring jazz standards. Several pieces will be heard
in new solo piano arrangements created especially for
this performance, blending rich harmonies, lyrical
improvisation, and a personal touch. The morning
performance will also feature a specially crafted solo
piano version of Gershwin’s iconic Rhapsody in Blue.
A relaxed and engaging musical journey through
some of the most treasured melodies ever written.

p Click here to see more



https://newrychambermusic.org/piano-fest/
https://newrychambermusic.org/piano-fest/
https://newrychambermusic.org/piano-fest/
https://newrychambermusic.org/piano-fest/

ABBA Sensations

Belvoir Studio Theatre
27 - 28 Feb

Get ready to dance, jive and have the time of your life!
The incredible ABBA Sensations bring their dazzling
Tribute Show to Belvoir Studio Theatre for two
unforgettable nights of entertainment!

p Click here to see more

Ulster Orchestra:

Symphonic Queen

Waterfront Hall
buy now for 16 May 2026

Get ready for this epic evening of rock like no
other as the Ulster Orchestra and West End
singers pay tribute to one of the world’s most
iconic and successful rock bands of all time.
Experience an unforgettable celebration of the
greatest hits of Queen with a playlist including
Bohemian Rhapsody, Radio Ga Ga, We Will Rock
You, Don’t Stop Me Now, Somebody to Love, We
are the Champions and many more. The legend
of Freddie lives on.

p>  Click here to see more
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Belfast’s Rebel Harp

The Harrison Chambers of
Distinction, Belfast
20 Feb

A Work-in-Progress Presentation by Belfast Harpist &
Composer Ursula Burns. Ireland's emblem, the harp,
was never just an instrument — it was a weapon of
truth and a voice of rebellion. Ancient bards and
harpers were feared by conquerors: their music
banned, their traditions suppressed, their very
existence seen as a threat to power. In Belfast Rebel
Harp, Ursula Burns uncovers what was lost in harping
history and reveals its surprising links to the world
today. Join us for this second presentation of her
evolving work through the oral tradition elements of
Ireland's iconic harp — delivered with the bold spirit
you've come to expect from The Dangerous Harpist.

p>  Click here to see more



https://www.belvoirplayers.org/events/abba-sensations-2026/
https://www.ulsterorchestra.org.uk/whats-on/symphonic-queen/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/belfasts-rebel-harp-tickets-1980803448436?aff=oddtdtcreator

Jazz Lounge with
David Lyttle

Live/Beo: Ger O'Donnell

& Trevor Sexton

An Coire
7 Feb

Both singers and multi-instrumentalists, O’Donnell and
Sexton are known for their exceptional skill with a
range of instruments such as guitar, piano, double
bass, banjo, whistle, flute, bodhran and several
unique, less conventional instruments. Their
innovative approach to traditional folk music has
resulted in six chart-topping hits in Ireland, solidifying
their place in the contemporary folk scene.

p Click here to see more

Ulster Orchestra:

Kindred Spirits

Ulster Hall
23 Jan

Britten Variations on a Theme of Frank Bridge, Anna
Clyne Glasslands for Saxophone and Orchestra,
Shostakovich Symphony No.9. Jonathan Bloxham:
Conductor, Jess Gillam: Saxaphone.

Benjamin Britten spoke no Russian and Dmitri
Shostakovich spoke no English, but they found in
each other a kindred spirit, becoming firm friends,
supporters of each other’s work and using a sort of
broken German as a shared language. Britten’s tribute
to his teacher and mentor Frank Bridge uses each
variation to loosely sketch a facet of Bridge’s
personality, while Shostakovich’s Ninth Symphony was
not the grand artistic statement Russia expected and
instead is a witty, playful and sarcastic work that
inevitably led to political trouble. And we are delighted
to welcome Jess Gillam to perform Glasslands by
Anna Clyne, inspired by the banshee of Irish
mythology.

p Click here to see more

The Harrison Chambers of
Distinction, Belfast
Fridays in Feb

An evening jazz lounge event featuring rare vinyl
selections curated by acclaimed jazz artist David
Lyttle.

p>  Click here to see more

Ruth McGinley: Glass

and Beyond

New Gate Arts and Cultural Centre,
Derry
12 Feb

A relaxed concert of minimalist music with pianist
Ruth McGinley, as she performs a programme
centred around the works of Philip Glass,
alongside reworks of contemporary popular
music. Ruth’s career has been wide-ranging and
daring, collaborating with some of the most
acclaimed musicians working today, and straying
from the typical classical-pianist journey. Ruth’s
love of music goes far beyond the classical world.
A highly sought-after collaborator, Ruth works
with musicians from many backgrounds including
jazz, folk, electronic and film music.

p>  Click here to see more

The lllegals with

Niamh Kavanagh

Belvoir Studio Theatre
13 Feb

Led by the brilliant Niamh Kavanagh, The lllegals will
take you on a memorable journey of almost three
hours of soulful harmonies, exciting riffs, blistering
guitars and unforgettable songs — and not forgetting a
bit of good craic besides!

p> Click here to see more



https://ancarn.org/whats-on/ger-odonnell-trevor-sexton/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/jazz-lounge-with-david-lyttle-tickets-1611304969539?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.ulsterorchestra.org.uk/whats-on/23-jan-26-bloxham-gillam-britten-clyne-shostakovich/
https://walledcitymusic.com/events/ruth-mcginley-glass-and-beyond/
https://www.belvoirplayers.org/events/the-illegals-with-niamh-kavanagh/

An Coire
7 Feb

Making folk music in a time of global sickness and
war, TRU draws on traditional wisdom for their newest
record. The trio’s sophomore offering further explores
the intersection between traditional folk material,
original songwriting styles and contemporary
production techniques.

p Click here to see more

Ulster Orchestra:

Rhapsody & Romance

Ulster Hall
20 Feb

Sam Kane Danu’s Rhapsody, Shostakovich Piano
Concerto No.2, Sibelius Symphony No.1.
Composer Sam Kane draws on Irish mythology in
Danu’s Rhapsody, retelling the transformation of
Danu into the Celtic goddess of nature. Sibelius
sets myth aside in his lush First Symphony, where
melody rises from storm. Shostakovich’s Second
Piano Concerto, written for his son after Stalin’s
death, sparkles with joy, wit and an irresistibly
tender slow movement. Kristian Sallinen,
Conductor; Federico Colli, Piano.

p>  click here to see more

Ulster Orchestra: Far
From Home

Ulster Hall
6 Feb

Dvorék Cello Concerto; Brahms Symphony No.2.
Kerem Hasan, Conductor; Victor-Julien Laferriere,
Cello. Changes at home can hit hard when viewed
from abroad. For Dvorak, news that his first love and
sister-in-law was terminally ill in Bohemia brought
anguish sharpened by distance. Brahms also wrestled
with depression, though his Second Symphony
ultimately lifts the clouds. For both composers,
personal darkness gave rise to some of their most
profoundly emotional and enduring music ever written
for the concert hall.

p Click here to see more

Ulster Orchestra: A

Dazzling Tribute to
Elton John!

Waterfront Hall
14 Feb

Since Your Song first topped the UK singles charts in
1970, Sir Elton’s music has become the soundtrack to
so much across film, television and our own lives. With
a programme of the hottest hits including Don’t Go
Breaking My Heart, I’'m Still Standing, Candle in the
Wind, Goodbye Yellow Brick Road, Circle of Life and
many more, this promises to be an electrifying night as
the full force of your Ulster Orchestra and top West
End vocalists perform this unforgettable tribute to the
Rocket Man himself.

p> Click here to see more



https://ancarn.org/whats-on/live-tru/
https://www.ulsterorchestra.org.uk/whats-on/6-feb-26-hasan-laferriere-dvorak-brahms/
https://www.ulsterorchestra.org.uk/whats-on/20-feb-26-sallinen-colli-sibelius-shostakovich-kane/
https://www.ulsterorchestra.org.uk/whats-on/14-feb-26-elton-john-waterfront/

Volunteering &
Opportunities

Volunteer with Belvoir
Players Amateur
Dramatic Society

Have you ever wanted to get behind the scenes of
the glittering world of the theatre? Or maybe
onstage taking the applause? Belvoir Players is the
busiest amateur drama group in Northern Ireland
and always has opportunities for volunteers
backstage with sound, lights, sets, costumes,
performing and Front of House at Belvoir Studio
Theatre. Just fill in the contact form on our website
and our dedicated volunteer staff will arrange for
you to come down and say hello.

P Click here to see more

Join the Void Derry
Volunteer Team

Void Art Centre, Derry

As a charity, Void Art Centre relies on our
wonderful team of volunteers to help keep
everything running smoothly. We are always open
to enquiries for our Front-of-House volunteer roles,
and from January to April we also have
opportunities for Invigilator Volunteers for our
upcoming exhibition | Find Myself, by Barbara
Steveni. If you have a few hours a week (or more)
to spare and would like to join the Void volunteer
team for a few months please get in touch.

p Click here to see more

EDI training with
Open Arts

Our EDI training or Chatting for Change
programme offers businesses the unique
opportunity to talk directly to disabled people
though Living Library events. A Living Library is just
like an ordinary library, except all our books are
people! You borrow our ‘books’ for a chat and learn
more about their life experiences. Our books have
various disabilities or care for those with
disabilities.

P Click here to see more

Young at Art: Volunteer
at the Festival Family
Day Out

Join us for an exciting afternoon of pop-up
performances, workshops, music, and so much
more meeting children and their families, in venues
across the city. Afterwards, enjoy a ticket to a
BCF26 performance. No previous experience
necessary. All volunteers will receive a full briefing
in advance. Benefits: Young at Art T-shirt; Free
ticket to BCF26 performance; Be part of the fun at
BCF26 Festival Family Day Out. Find out more/sign

up at marketing@youngatart.co.uk



https://openartsni.org/hire-us-chatting-for-change/
http://www.derryvoid.com/ifindmyself-volunteers
https://www.belvoirplayers.org/contact/

Volunteering &
Opportunities

Brand Clarity
Programme - Boom,
Clap, Play

Brand Clarity Programme

BOOM, Clap, Play are inviting expressions of
interest for the Brand Clarity Programme — a short,
cohort-based branding programme supporting
independent arts organisations and small
businesses.

Rather than a full rebrand, the programme offers
focused reflection, practical guidance, and targeted
design support— helping participants make
stronger decisions about their brand going forward.

What the Programme Offers

Selected organisations will receive:
¢ A considered review of their existing brand or
product
« Clear insight into strengths, gaps, and
opportunities
¢ Practical recommendations to improve clarity
and cohesion
+ A small set of refined branding materials
tailored to their needs
+ Simple guidance to support future consistency
Support is bespoke to each organisation, delivered

within a shared cohort structure

Programme Details

Cohort size: 10—20 organisations

Participation fee: £1,000

Format: Time-bound cohort programme

Selection: Via expression of interest

Timeline: One intake (dates confirmed on selection)
Places are limited to ensure depth, care, and
meaningful engagement.

How to Apply
To register your interest, please complete the short
Expression of Interest form below.

P Click here to see more



https://forms.gle/fvLXy7onoDh5ZFXFA

Creative Networking
Derry - June
BOOKING OPENING SOON

Fundamentals of a
Fundraising Strategy
Thu, 15 Jan, 12:00

Online

Free for A&BNI Members
BOOK HERE

Fundamentals of Arts Board
Membership (Online)

Thu, 28 March, 12:00

Online

BOOK HERE

Arts Member 1:1 Support
Clinics

Portadown - Wed 5 August
Derry - Thu 7 May

BOOK HERE

Creative Networking
Belfast - September
BOOKING OPENING SOON

Fundraising Symposium
Thu, 12 March, 10:00

St Comgalls, Belfast

SAVE THE DATE, BOOKING
OPENING SOON

Fundamentals of Arts Board
Membership (Belfast)

Wed 23 Sept, 10:00

East Belfast Network Centre
BOOK HERE

Effective Conflict
Management Training
14th April, 09:30-5pm
BOOK HERE

FOR MORE
@ TRAINING AND
EVENTS



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/art-bites-fundamentals-of-a-fundraising-strategy-tickets-1659507404319?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/art-bites-fundamentals-of-a-fundraising-strategy-tickets-1659507404319?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fundamentals-of-arts-board-membership-online-tickets-1977927847436?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fundamentals-of-arts-board-membership-online-tickets-1977927847436?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fundamentals-of-arts-board-membership-belfast-tickets-1374317272959?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fundamentals-of-arts-board-membership-belfast-tickets-1374317272959?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/effective-conflict-management-training-belfast-tickets-1977705452246?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/effective-conflict-management-training-belfast-tickets-1977705452246?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/arts-business-ni-40815169143

