
June 2022

WHAT’S ON

PICKS

OF THE 

MONTH

STENDHAL FESTIVAL
Kick start your summer with singing,  
dancing and all modes of merriment  
courtesy of the Amazing Stendhal Festival.

u Read more on page 13

BELFAST PHOTO FESTIVAL
Celebrating photography that pushes 
against dominant social, cultural, historical 
and visual frameworks, this year’s festival 
features the work of artists on the verge  
of new territories.

u  Read more on page 7



IT’S ALMOST SUMMER!
June is a great month for getting out and enjoying the start of the festival 
season. Our top picks for this month are Stendhal Festival which, as well as 
a fantastic range of music, offers a brilliant family programme; and Belfast 
Photo Festival which is a world class celebration of photography right on 
our doorsteps. We can only give you a snapshot of what’s going on in the 
month so keep an eye on social media and click through the website links in 
our Guide to see what our arts colleagues have scheduled for you. Stones 
In His Pockets is returning to The Lyric Theatre, there is a lineup of brilliant 
comedians appearing at Millennium Forum and the wonderful music of 
Bernstein and Gershwin is being celebrated by the Ulster Orchestra in the 
Ulster Hall. Put your feet up and take a few minutes to share our Guide with 
your colleagues and family, and prepare to enjoy the amazing talent we are 
so lucky to have here.

Best wishes,

Sarah and the team at A&BNI.
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RATHLIN SOUND  
MARITIME FESTIVAL

BALLYCASTLE AND RATHLIN ISLAND 
27 MAY - 5 JUNE 2022

Celebrate Ballycastle and Rathlin Island’s maritime 
heritage in this ten day festival. Join in the family fun, 
activities and experiences, marvel at tall ships and 
learn more about sailing, surrounded by the natural 
beauty of the Causeway Coast and Glens. Talks, 
tours and exhibitions will celebrate a passion for the 
sea, local culture, and heritage. Live music will have 
you on your feet and dancing, while you soak up the 
local atmosphere. You can also visit the Naturally 
North Coast and Glens Artisan market during the 
event, where you’ll find a treasure of local craft and 
produce to take home with you. Event times will vary, 
please visit the official Rathlin Sound Maritime Festival 
website to view the full itinerary.

u Click here to see more

KIDS & FAMILY
FRIENDLY

BELVOIR STUDIO THEATRE 
21 - 25 JUNE 22

Rebellion is nigh in Matilda Jr., a gleefully witty  
ode to the the anarchy of childhood and the power  
of imagination! This story of a girl who dreams of  
a better life and the children she inspires will have 
audiences rooting for the “revolting children” who  
are out to teach the grown-ups a lesson.

u Click here to see more

MATILDA JR

THE BURNAVON, COOKSTOWN 
FRIDAYS 10, 17, AND 24 JUNE

Join us for a fun filled series of workshops where you 
will get creative, messy and try something new! Artist 
Andrea Hayes will guide you through creating your 
very own artworks. In week one you will learn about 
Kandinsky’s Art and make your own circular felted table 
place mat. In week two you will have the opportunity 
to personalise a lovely Key Cabinet just in time for the 
perfect Father’s Day gift! And in week 3 you will have  
a go at Lino Printing! Please wear old clothes as this 
will be full of messy fun! Disposable aprons will also  
be provided! Suitable for age 7+ on Fridays 10, 17,  
and 24 June Time:3.30pm – 5pm Cost: £30

u Click here to see more

AFTER SCHOOL CRAFTS

https://www.rathlinsoundmaritimefestival.com
http://www.belvoirplayers.org/whats-on/matilda-jr/
https://www.burnavon.com/whats-on
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GET
INVOLVED

STARTS FROM COMMERCIAL COURT 
5, 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2022

If you spend any time in Belfast you’ll know that it’s 
walls are covered in art. Often this art has been used 
to mark territory for one side or the other but recently, 
alongside this, something transformative has been 
bubbling. Street artists from across the globe have 
joined a new breed of Belfast based street artists 
to leave their mark on the city, and in particular in 
the Cathedral Quarter where the annual festival Hit 
the North takes place. As curators of this festival 
Seedhead Arts know the artists, the stories, and 
perhaps most importantly the need to forge a new 

narrative for Belfast. Our Street Art Walking Tour  
forms part of that narrative. This art speaks of love, 
of laughter, of anger, of beauty and of defiance but 
most of all it speaks of Belfast and the place that it’s 
becoming. Join us for a gently paced, two hour walk 
around the ever changing face of Belfast Street art 
every Sunday at noon, leaving from the red benches 
on Commercial Court (beside the Duke of York)

u Click here to see more

BELFAST STREET ART WALKING TOUR

https://www.blackboxbelfast.com


GET
INVOLVED
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THE BURNAVON, COOKSTOWN 
WEDNESDAYS 8, 15, 22 AND 29 JUNE

A series of our very popular painting workshops aimed 
primarily at beginners where you are taken step by 
step through the process of producing your own 
watercolours. These classes are a great way to take 
time out, relax and explore your creative side. Under 
the expert guidance of tutor George Gourley who 
has extensive experience of working with all levels of 
ability, you will be amazed at the progress you make 
and the brilliant artwork you can produce. All materials 
supplied.  Wednesdays 8, 15, 22 and 29 June Time: 
7pm – 9pm Cost: £40 Suitable for 16y +

u Click here to see more

WATERCOLOURS  
FOR BEGINNERS

MILLENNIUM FORUM 
07 JUNE 2022

Moves And Melodies is a popular age and dementia 
friendly event forming part of Millennium Forum’s 
commitment to providing an all-inclusive experience  
for all. The project offers older patrons the opportunity 
to dance, reminisce and sing. This exciting twelve 
month project will continue throughout the year on  
a monthly basis and features an afternoon of song and 
dance that will be facilitated by Fiona Logue, Claire 
Harkin and Emma Lindsay who will bring their wealth  
of expertise in music and dance to over fifty 
participants each month. Moves And Melodies is  
a free event but booking is essential. For more 
information on how to book, contact the Box Office on 
02871 264455 or email lisah@millenniumforum.co.uk

u Click here to see more

MOVES AND MELODIES

LYRIC THEATRE 
04 JUNE 2022

Miscast are delighted to be back at the Lyric for 
another night of Miscast madness. As usual, they 
(and you) will be performing a whole range of 
inappropriately cast numbers, open mic style. If you 
haven’t been before, it’s an open mic night with  
a live pianist, strictly for songs from Musical Theatre, 
Film and TV. The only catch is, you can’t sing as  
a character you could be conventionally cast as.  
If you want to sing, or you just want to know what  
it’s all about, get in touch through Facebook,  
Twitter or Instagram (all @miscastbelfast)

u Click here to see more

MISCAST

hhttps://www.burnavon.com/whats-on
https://www.millenniumforum.co.uk
https://lyrictheatre.co.uk/whats-on


THE BLACK BOX, BELFAST 
07 JUNE 2022

Black Moon is a night for and by adults with learning 
disabilities run by the Black Box arts venue. The 
event provides an authentic night out experience 
giving people a chance to socialise in a cool, modern 
environment, meet new people, have a dance and 
have a laugh! With live DJs, moving visuals and bar.  
The night is on from 7pm to 10.30pm.

u Click here to see more

BLACK MOON

CRESCENT ARTS CENTRE 
10 - 19 JUNE 2022

The Belfast Book Festival 2022 are looking for 
volunteers to help their busy Customer Services  
Team with their wide ranging events and festival 
schedule. Read more and apply.

u Click here to see more

BELFAST BOOK  
FESTIVAL

VARIOUS 
ONGOING

Theatre of Witness delivers a form of performance 
that gives voice to those who have been 
marginalised, forgotten or are invisible in society. 
The work brings people together across divides 
of difference to bear witness to truth, healing and 
reconciliation through art and storytelling. Performers 
include former police officers, paramilitaries and 
relatives of those killed or injured in conflict. The 
process aims to create and encourage shared 
dialogue in a safe space during the workshops. 
Workshops are free for anyone aged 14+ interested 
in exploring how art can inspire healing, empathy 
and understanding. For more information or to book 
a workshop contact kierans@derryplayhouse.com 
or laurence@derryplayhouse.com. Or for more 
information about The Playhouse Theatre of Witness 
Project visit www.derryplayhouse.co.uk.

u Click here to see more

NEW PEACEBUILDING  
WORKSHOP ANNOUNCED 
FOR BORDER AREAS

GET
INVOLVED
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https://www.blackboxbelfast.com
https://belfastbookfestival.com
https://www.derryplayhouse.co.uk/peacebuilding/theatre-of-witness
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EXHIBITION
AND FILM

ULSTER MUSEUM 
27 MAY - 30 OCTOBER 2022

How we consume news and media imagery has 
evolved, with access to the world seemingly at  
our fingertips: is what we see the reality?

u Click here to see more

BELFAST PHOTO FESTIVAL: 
AGAINST THE IMAGE

BOTANIC GARDENS 
3 - 30 JUNE 2022

A group exhibition dedicated to the work of 
photographers who provide an inside look at  
the most pressing events of our era, from Covid,  
to the climate crisis and global conflict.

u Click here to see more

BELFAST PHOTO FESTIVAL: 
CAPTURING THE NOW

https://www.belfastphotofestival.com
https://www.belfastphotofestival.com


EXHIBITION
AND FILM

BOTANIC GARDENS 
3 - 30 JUNE 2022

An exhibition profiling people facing the climate crisis 
and standing up for their communities - in ways you 
might not expect.

u Click here to see more

BELFAST PHOTO FESTIVAL: 
OXFAM X DYSTURB

CITY QUAYS 
13 JUNE - 4 SEPTEMBER 2022

A dockside exhibition by master still-life photographer 
Guido Mocafico exploring creatures of the deep sea. 
Is what you are seeing real, or not?

u Click here to see more

BELFAST PHOTO FESTIVAL: 
BLASCHKA

QUB QUAD 
3 JUNE - 28 AUGUST 2022

Renowned Japanese artist Kensuke Koike uses 
photographic archives to present an alternative  
vision of Northern Ireland’s past.

u Click here to see more

BELFAST PHOTO FESTIVAL: 
ALTERNATIVE ULSTER

BELFAST EXPOSED GALLERY 
02 JUNE 2022

Join the launch of Thomas Albdorf’s first Irish solo 
exhibition. One of Europe’s most exciting and 
experimental artists, Thomas Albdorf’s work sits at  
the intersection of photography and sculpture.

u Click here to see more

BELFAST PHOTO FESTIVAL: 
EXHIBITION LAUNCH EVENT - 
THOMAS ALBDORF

08

https://www.belfastphotofestival.com
https://www.belfastphotofestival.com
https://www.belfastphotofestival.com
https://www.belfastphotofestival.com
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F.E.MCWILLIAM GALLERY 
11 JUNE - 10 SEPTEMBER 2022

Over the last decade, Northern Irish artist Colin 
Davidson has gained international renown for his 
large-scale portraits of actors, musicians, writers 
and politicians. While portraiture is the most 
visible manifestation of his practice, it is only one 
element of a multifaceted oeuvre. His curiosity has 
produced nudes, still life, landscapes and recently 
explorations into three dimensions. In fact, until 2010, 
Davidson was best known for urban scenes, initially 
atmospheric views of Belfast from above and later, 
complex renderings of life in London and New York 
reflected in the glazed surfaces of office buildings. 
Ths exhibition explores the relationships and 
connections between these two distinct but related 
elements of Davidson’s art. Co-curated by Riann 
Coulter and Kim Mawhinney, Senior Curator  
at National Museums NI.

u Click here to see more

COLIN DAVIDSON -  
SELECTED PAINTINGS  
1986-2022

THE BLACK BOX, BELFAST 
2 JUNE - 30 JUNE 2022

Lenka Davidikova’s artwork explores the idea 
of searching for an interpretation of the human 
condition, through introspection, and relationships 
with others. She aims to be guided by active but 
unfocused attention, resulting in correspondences 
guided by ‘unconscious scanning’. Davidikova’s 
artistic practice consists mainly in working with 
various drawing media or ink. The idea of the 
‘Presenting Female Exhibition’ is to place emphasis 
on the female figure, in both its natural and unnatural 
settings, reflecting on the position of women within 
traditions, culture, and society. Depicting some of  
my personal heroines from Ireland, Northern Ireland, 
and Slovakia, the ‘Presenting Female Exhibition’ 
questions often assumed female trajectories.

u Click here to see more

EXHIBITION -   
LENKA DAVIDIKOVA

EXHIBITION
AND FILM

https://visitarmagh.com/places-to-explore/f-e-mcwilliam-gallery/whats-on/exhibitions/
https://www.blackboxbelfast.com/event/exhibition-lenka-davidikova/?instance_id=75878
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GOLDEN THREAD GALLERY 
12 MAY - 09 JULY 2022

A collaboration between Golden Thread Gallery 
and Belfast Film Festival, occurring in conjunction 
with Docs Ireland 2022. This exhibition of artist films 
explores how museums and archives perpetuate 
western colonialism through categorisation and 
collecting objects, and hopes to spark a dialogue 
about the politics of the museum.

u Click here to see more

HOW DID WE GET TO:  
KNOW SO LITTLE?

GOLDEN THREAD GALLERY 
12 MAY - 09 JULY 2022

Golden Thread Gallery, Belfast Photo Festival and the 
Northern Irish Art Network present A Bigger Picture; 
a group exhibition of outstanding work by feminist 
and queer photographic artists from the Belfast 
School of Art. This exhibition offers a counter text 
to the omissions in representation engendered by 
the dominant straight white male voice, with highly 
nuanced and challenging perspectives on Northern 
Ireland.

u Click here to see more

A BIGGER PICTURE

VOID, DERRY 
25 JUN - 27 AUG 2022

The title of the exhibition is taken from a novel by 
Fowzin Karimi that explores the trauma of war and 
how that reverberates through generations. Forced 
migration and the burden of carrying the past into the 
present and future, is a condition faced by many who 
are forced into exile. The impact of war on women and 
the trauma that seeps through the generations forms 
the centre point of this exhibition. The displacement 
of people is nothing new and, throughout history, 
this has been a common occurrence. Women and 
girls suffer disproportionately during and after war, 
as existing inequalities are magnified, and social 
networks break down, making them more vulnerable 
to sexual violence and exploitation. 

u Click here to see more

ABOVE US THE MILKY WAY

QSS, THE ARCHES CENTRE 
2 – 23 JUNE 2022

Future/Forward is a long-term programme featuring 
artist collaborations by QSS members. Conceived  
as a response to the pandemic, artists have been 
paired together to generate new, experimental 
work and to develop supportive peer relationships. 
Culminating in two exhibitions, curated by Jane 
Morrow, in June (2nd to 23rd) and July (30th June 
-28th July) 2022, the programme offers artists an 
opportunity to focus on process and exchange as 
essential and beneficial elements in the development 
of their careers and practices. Find out more at  
www.queenstreetstudios.net 

u Click here to see more

FUTURE/FORWARD

EXHIBITION
AND FILM

https://www.goldenthreadgallery.co.uk
https://www.goldenthreadgallery.co.uk
https://www.derryvoid.com
https://www.queenstreetstudios.net


PERFORMANCE
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LYRIC THEATRE 
7 JUNE - 3 JULY 2022

Set in rural Ireland, Stones in His Pockets follows  
a small village that is turned upside down by the 
arrival of a Hollywood studio to film the latest 
historical blockbuster. Told through the eyes of 
local lads Charlie Conlon and Jake Quinn, who are 
employed as extras, it soon becomes clear that 
Tinseltown’s romanticised dream of Ireland is  
a long way from reality.

u Click here to see more

STONES IN HIS POCKETS

LYRIC THEATRE 
05 JUNE 2022

Igor Stravinsky’s First World War music theatre piece 
tells the dark Faustian fable of a soldier who makes  
a trade with the devil on the promise of untold wealth 
and success… or so he is led to believe. A unique 
opportunity to hear one of Ireland’s leading Chamber 
Music Ensembles, The Fews Ensemble, bring this 
masterpiece to life alongside Oscar-nominated actor 
Ciarán Hinds and contemporary dancer Emily Ayers.

u Click here to see more

THE SOLDIER’S TALE

https://lyrictheatre.co.uk/whats-on
https://lyrictheatre.co.uk/whats-on
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PERFORMANCE

THE MARKET PLACE THEATRE  
& ARTS CENTRE, ARMAGH 
15 JUNE 2022

Following its sell-out run at Dublin’s Gaiety Theatre, 
treat yourself to an evening of laughter and triumph, 
as Norma Sheahan, one of Ireland’s leading 
dramatic actors, breathes new life into Willy Russell’s 
effervescent and iconic character Shirley Valentine. 
Trapped in a dreary marriage and humdrum life, 
Shirley wonders when she lost her hopeful, youthful 
self. With no support from her demanding husband, 
snooty neighbour, or self-absorbed teens, Shirley 
resorts to full-blown [although somewhat one-sided] 
conversations with her kitchen wall. So, when  
a divorced friend asks Shirley to go on a vacation  
to Greece, she bravely agrees. Shirley with  
ever-opening eyes, begins to see the world –  
and herself – in a different light… but will she ever  
go back to being ‘St Joan of the Fitted Units’?

u Click here to see more

WILLY RUSSELL’S  
SHIRLEY VALENTINE

MILLENNIUM FORUM 
15 JUNE 2022

The award-winning theatre company for adults with 
learning disabilities presents ‘The Great Dictator’. 
Europe, 1941, Pandora is at war and people who 
are different are disappearing. Dictator Heidi has 
a doppelganger – Brian, a decorator. When Brian’s 
sister Hanna goes missing, he discovers a terrible 
secret at his local hospital. Fate offers Brian the 
chance to change history. Based on Charlie Chaplin’s 
masterpiece of the same name, Stage Beyond 
interrogates what happens when society treats 
disability like a crime.

u Click here to see more

STAGE BEYOND THEATRE 
COMPANY PRESENTS  
‘THE GREAT DICTATOR’

LYRIC THEATRE 
14 - 19 JUNE 2022

Time is different here. Out of unbearable pain  
comes inspirational strength. Three Furies, the voice 
of many women, meet to give rest to another.  
Through ritualistically sharing their stories of pain, 
abuse, resistance, and survival, the Furies strive to 
release this woman from the space between worlds.  
A powerful, epic play about women around the  
world as a tool of war.

u Click here to see more

THE SHEDDING OF SKIN

https://marketplacearmagh.ticketsolve.com/shows/873624146?_ga=2.117705472.824394176.1651565102-1535871921.1646998704
https://stagebeyond.wordpress.com/2022/04/11/stage-beyond-to-present-the-great-dictator-at-forum/
https://lyrictheatre.co.uk/whats-on
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MUSIC 
& DANCE

STENDHAL FESTIVAL

BALLYMULLY COTTAGE FARM, LIMAVADY 
30 JUNE - 2 JULY 2022

Stendhal Festival is Northern Ireland’s biggest 
and best grass-roots music and arts festival. With 
performances from the likes of Basement Jaxx, 
Embrace, The Wailers, Ash, The Magic Numbers,  
The Hothouse Flowers and the Ulster Orchestra 
taking place over Ballymully Cottage Farm, Limavady, 
there is certainly plenty of musical variety but did you 
know that the festival also has a dedicated family 
programme that caters to children and families of all 
ages? Such is the focus on the family aspect of the 
festival, Stendhal has won awards naming it Ireland’s 
Best Family Festival over the years and organisers of 
the event are keen to improve the family and children’s 
entertainment offerings each and every year.

The fabulous music lineup includes Sister Sledge, 
Bronagh Gallagher, Hayseed Dixie, Tru, Sasha 
Samara, Molly Hogg, Lisa McHugh, Arborist,  
NI Opera, The Wood Burning Savages and too  
many more to mention - check the website for  
the full programme!

Comedy highlights include Reginald D Hunter, 
Emer Maguire, Micky Bartlett, Ruairi Woods, Jordan 
Robinson, Dave Elliott and a host of other hilarious 
performers so don’t miss this.

u Click here to see more

https://www.stendhalfestival.com


14

THE AMERICAN BAR, BELFAST 
02 JUNE 2022

Singer and harpist Rachel Newton draws on poems 
and ballads that are hundreds of years old, working 
them into her contemporary compositional style to 
create a rich sound that is ambitious, original, and 
unique. To The Awe, Rachel’s ambitious new album, 
places women at the centre of the narrative, at various 
stages of life and often marking a coming of age and 
an acquisition of power. We are so excited to have 
Rachel in Belfast for the Women’s Work Festival.

u Click here to see more

MOVING ON MUSIC  
PRESENTS RACHEL NEWTON

THE MAC THEATRE, BELFAST 
25 JUNE 2022

MOBO-nominated saxophonist Camilla George is  
a leading light of the bustling UK Jazz scene.  
Her music is a bubbling brew of African, Caribbean, 
western and modern influences, earning her  
a must-see reputation on the international jazz circuit. 
This explosive all-star band features Renato Paris on 
keys and vocals, Jihad Darwish on electric and double 
bass, and Rod Youngs on drums. We are delighted to 
welcome this incredible outfit to Belfast. Expect a night 
of Afrofuturism, hip-hop, and deep jazz grooves.

u Click here to see more

MOVING ON MUSIC  
PRESENTS CAMILLA GEORGE

THE SONIC LAB, BELFAST 
8 JUNE 2022

Matmos’ practice of creative constraint has made 
them one of the most consistently exciting acts in 
electronic music. On their new album Baltimore-based 
electronic duo Matmos focus upon just one person: 
Polish polymath Bogusław Schaeffer. What emerges 
across this suite of eight new songs is a composite 
portrait of the utopian 1960s Polish avant-garde 
and the contemporary dystopian cultural moment 
regarding each other across a distance. Performing 
at The Sonic Lab – one of the most advanced sonic 
spaces in Europe.

u Click here to see more

MOVING ON MUSIC  
PRESENTS MATMOS

MUSIC 
& DANCE

http://www.movingonmusic.com/portfolio/rachel-newton/
http://www.movingonmusic.com/portfolio/camilla-george/
http://www.movingonmusic.com/portfolio/matmos/


MUSIC 
& DANCE
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BLACK BOX BELFAST 
02 JUNE 2022

Fresh from wowing crowds on their 6000 mile 
European tour supporting the legendary Skunk 
Anansie, New Pagans return to home turf for their 1st 
Belfast show of 2022. With every new release, the 
band use their creative influence to challenge past 
and present issues surrounding relationships, equality, 
history, and gender, all wrapped up in their own brand 
of alternative, post-punk, indie rock. Don’t miss their 
homecoming, June 2nd with support from Derry punk 
outfit Parker. Doors 8pm, £10.

u Click here to see more

NEW PAGANS

BLACK BOX BELFAST 
16 JUNE 2022

The Black Box is delighted to present Peggy Seeger  
& Calum MacColl: First Farewell Tour 2022. Charismatic 
Peggy Seeger – singer, songwriter, feminist, icon, –  
is the undisputed queen of folk and political song. On 
this ‘Farewell to Ireland’ tour, join Peggy and her son 
Calum MacColl, an exceptional musician in his own 
right, for a glorious evening of up-close performance. 
16 June, doors 7pm. £23.50 / £21 (conc.).

u Click here to see more

PEGGY SEEGER

BLACK BOX BELFAST 
21 JUNE 2022

Dublin’s finest no nonsense post-punk outfit  
M(h)aol play their biggest Belfast show yet.  
Currently based between Dublin, London and Bristol, 
M(h)aol (pronounced “male”) are formed of Róisín 
Nic Ghearailt, Constance Keane, Jamie Hyland, 
Zoe Greenway and Sean Nolan. Self-proclaimed 
supporters of ‘Feminism. Animal welfare. Chipper 
chips’, the band aim to rattle the male dominated  
post-punk scene with their urgent, gritty sounds. 
Support comes from Gender Chores & Heart Shaped. 
21 June, doors 8pm. £10.

u Click here to see more

M(H)AOL + GENDER CHORES 
+ HEART SHAPED

https://www.blackboxbelfast.com/event/black-box-presents-new-pagans-guests/
https://www.blackboxbelfast.com/event/black-box-presents-peggy-seeger-calum-mccoll-first-farewell-tour/
https://www.blackboxbelfast.com/event/black-box-presents-mhaol-guests/


MUSIC 
& DANCE

PORTICO OF ARDS 
10 JUNE 2022

Described as “phenomenal” (The Times) and 
“devastatingly beautiful” (Gramophone Magazine), 
award-winning choir Tenebrae is one of the world’s 
leading vocal ensembles, renowned for its passion 
and precision. Under the direction of Nigel Short, 
Tenebrae has twice secured the award for Best Choral 
Performance in the BBC Music Magazine Awards 
(2012 and 2016), and its recording of Fauré’s Requiem 
with the London Symphony Orchestra was nominated 
for the Gramophone Awards (2013). In 2018 Music of 
the Spheres, Tenebrae’s album of part songs from 
the British Isles, received a Grammy nomination. 
It’s programme for Portaferry, entitled When Sleep 
Comes, moves from the sacred to the sublime.  
See porticoards.com for programme details.

u Click here to see more

TENEBRAE CONSORT

ULSTER HALL 
03 JUNE 2022

A riotous carnival of rhythm from the USA! Bernstein’s 
thrilling set of Symphonic Dances are derived from 
his music for West Side Story. The influences of 
jazz and Latin run rampant throughout the music, 
with clever orchestration and a huge percussion 
section emphasising the rhythms, so it feels balletic 
even without dancers on stage, while the romantic 
depiction of Tony and Maria’s fatal romance soar 
throughout. The programme closes with Gershwin’s 
Porgy and Bess: A Symphonic Picture, which cuts 
a glorious symphonic cross-section through this 
American classic. The perfect concert to end the 
season and lead you into Summertime!

u Click here to see more

ULSTER ORCHESTRA:  
A POSTCARD FROM THE USA

WATERFRONT HALL 
21 JUNE 2022

Brit award winners Elbow are an English rock band 
formed in Bury in 1997. The band, headed up by Guy 
Garvey, have played together since 1990 and been 
chart-topping successes with seven singles hitting  
the Top 40 UK Singles chart. With seven albums under 
their belt, their upcoming album Giants of All Sizes 
is already receiving rave reviews with NME praising 
its ‘bluesy swagger’ and Clash heralding its ‘lucid 
grooves melded to an ominous atmosphere’. This tour 
will see the band bringing their play back through 
the discography of all the greatest hits, and bringing 
the sounds of their latest album live to the stage of 
Waterfront Hall.

u Click here to see more

ELBOW

THE PORTICO OF ARDS 
11 JUNE 2022

This smash hit sell-out live ABBA tribute show 
has unrivalled rave reviews and critical acclaim. 
Its stunning attention to detail in both staging and 
musicianship makes The Björn Identity the most 
accurate and exciting ‘ABBA in Concert’ experience 
you are likely to see this side of Sweden.  Uncanny 
vocals, undeniable stage presence, classic Abba style 
choreography, Benny’s famous white Yamaha CP80 
piano and even boasting a ‘real life’ married couple 
means, it just can’t get any better!

u Click here to see more

THE BJORN IDENTITY
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https://www.porticoards.com/whats-on/tenebrae-consort
https://www.ulsterhall.co.uk/what-s-on/
https://www.ulsterhall.co.uk/what-s-on/
https://www.porticoards.com/whats-on
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THE BLACK BOX 
08 JUNE 2022

All magic is not the same. Seedhead Arts’ Midweek 
Magic Club (MWMC) is the magic equivalent of  
a garage band playing in a sweaty basement bar.  
It’s rough, it’s intimate, it’s full of raw energy and we’re 
going to be right up in your faces blowing your minds. 
MWMC is a two and a half hour event which is all 
about the close up. Close up magic that happens right 
at your table. It was the first event that Seedhead ever 
set up and it’s still one of our favourites because it 
changes the dynamic of what it means to go to  
a show. It’s an event that allows you to see old friends 
or make new ones because the micro performances 
are spread out over the evening, allowing you to 
socialise and have a beer in-between.

u Click here to see more

CRESCENT ARTS CENTRE 
10 - 19 JUNE 2022

The Belfast Book Festival is Northern Ireland’s leading 
literary festival and since its inception in 2010, has 
grown from strength to strength. Now in its 12th year, 
the annual June event is a unique, diverse and highly 
creative mix of events celebrating bestselling authors 
and award-winning poetry and spoken word artists. 
It features well-known personalities and journalists, 
and showcases the wealth of local talent that defines 
our thriving literary community. Featuring a unique, 
diverse and highly creative programme, each year 
the Festival caters for a wide range of interests and 
explores many topical themes. 

u Click here to see more

MIDWEEK MAGIC CLUBBELFAST BOOK FESTIVAL

https://www.blackboxbelfast.com
https://belfastbookfestival.com
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MILLENNIUM FORUM 
10 JUNE 2022

How can it be you have spent a whole ten minutes 
staring at a banana?  Why do you always do stuff like 
that? We Got This is the brand new show from BAFTA 
and Perrier award winning comedian Dylan Moran.  
It promises to be a joyously furious romp through  
the frustration and folly of modern day life.

u Click here to see more

MILLENNIUM FORUM 
25 JUNE 2022

He’s back!  It’s been a busy few years for Jason 
since his last smash-hit stand up show but fans of 
his Absolute Radio show will know this nationally 
acclaimed comedian hasn’t changed a bit.  ‘Like Me’ 
is Jason’s latest comic offering set to hit the road, 
and is sure to be ‘expert observational comedy’ (The 
Guardian) mixed with ‘comic gold’ (Mail on Sunday).

u Click here to see more

DYLAN MORAN –  
WE GOT THIS

JASON MANFORD:  
LIKE ME

THE BRAID, BALLYMENA 
03 JUNE 2022

Fresh from two shows in the SSE Arena and ahead 
of a run of sold out shows in Belfast’s iconic Grand 
Opera House, local comedy hero Shane Todd is 
heading on tour with his eighth solo show ‘Grand’. 
Shane Todd has played comedy clubs all over the 
world and also hosts the massively popular Tea With 
Me podcast. Star of numerous BBC sitcoms and radio 
shows and with a gigantic online following, Shane 
Todd’s star continues to grow and grow.

u Click here to see more

SHANE TODD: GRAND
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https://www.millenniumforum.co.uk
https://www.millenniumforum.co.uk
https://thebraid.ticketsolve.com/shows
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WATERFRONT STUDIO 
08 JUNE 2022

Following a successful UK tour in 2019, the 
bestselling, much-loved author and LGBT activist, 
Armistead Maupin is bringing his brand new show to 
Belfast and will be interviewed by Belfast’s own, Polari 
Prize-winning author, Paul McVeigh. Maupin has been 
blazing a trail through US popular culture since the 
1970’s, when his iconic and ground-breaking series 
Tales of the City was first published as a column in the 
San Francisco Chronicle. The novel series has been 
taking the literary world by storm ever since, and was 
recently adapted by Netflix into a critically acclaimed 
series, starring Laura Linney, Olympia Dukakis and 
Elliot Page.

u Click here to see more

ARMISTEAD MAUPIN

MILLENNIUM FORUM 
09 JUNE 2022

Join Joe Lycett (the artist formerly known as Hugo 
Boss) doing what he does best: talking at a room 
of people in a queer and comedic fashion.  His 
first tour in years promises to be packed with 
MORE jokes, MORE comedy anecdotes and MORE 
inappropriate and arguably disturbing paintings,  
all in the hope of answering the age-old question: 
How do you Lycett? How do you Lycett? 

u Click here to see more

JOE LYCETT: MORE, MORE, 
MORE! HOW DO YOU LYCETT? 
HOW DO YOU LYCETT?
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STRAND ARTS CENTRE 
10 & 12 MAY

20 years as a professional magician has taught 
Caolan a lot about humans, our behaviour and 
more importantly his own ways and habits and how 
they affect the world around him. ‘Find The Love’ is 
Caolan’s hilarious outlook on life, people, the good 
times and the bad. Expect impossible mindreading, 
world class magic and a great night out!

u Click here to see more

STRANDED! – CAOLAN 
MCBRIDE: FIND THE LOVE

https://www.ulsterhall.co.uk/what-s-on/
https://www.millenniumforum.co.uk
https://www.strandartscentre.com

