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FESTIVAL OF FOOLS

‘Hit The North’ brings Ireland’s biggest
street art festival to Belfast over May
bank holiday

Festival of Fools is a jam-packed
weekend of circus performances, featuring
breathtaking acrobatics, gut-busting
comedy and jaw-dropping juggling.
u Read more on pages 3

u Read more on page 10

HAPPY MAY
May is a fabulous month for events in Northern Ireland with a collision of
some of the best festivals happening right across the region on top of an
already packed schedule of shows and exhibitions at all our favourite venues.
Festival of Fools, Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival, and Hit the North Street
Art Festival are all happening in Belfast city centre. There are so many
performances to choose from we can’t possibly do them justice in our guide
so be sure to check out their websites and socials for their full programmes.
City of Derry Jazz and Big Band Festival returns bigger and better than ever
with a dazzling array of shows in venues throughout the area and featuring
some of the best-known names in the business. Download their programme
to see the full schedule.
You will be spoilt for choice this month so have fun and we look forward
to seeing you again soon.
Sarah and the team at A&BNI.
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KIDS & FAMILY
FRIENDLY

FESTIVAL OF FOOLS
CATHEDRAL QUARTER BELFAST
30 APRIL - 2 MAY 2022
See fabulous international acts perform throughout
Cathedral Quarter from 1pm-7pm. Performances
include La Sbrindola, PanGottic, Logy on Fire and
of course, our home grown favourites, Tumble Circus
and Circus Sonas. No need to book - just wander
between St Anne’s Cathedral Car Park, St Anne’s
Square, Writers’ Square and Cathedral Gardens
and enjoy a fun family day out. For the full Festival
of Fools programme go to their website.
u Click here to see more

FESTIVAL OF FOOLS:
THE WONDER & COLOUR
OF CIRCUS
CIRCUSFUL, GORDON STREET
1 MAY - 2 MAY 2022
Celebrate the skills and resilience of young
people. Our own Circusful groups have worked
together with young people from In Your Space
Circus, Derry~Londonderry and Cloughjordan Circus
Club, Tipperary to put together a show involving
aerial acrobatics, juggling, unicycling, diabolo and
much more!
u Click here to see more
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KIDS & FAMILY
FRIENDLY

CONVERSATIONS
WITH ANGELS

GANGSTA GRANNY LIVE
ON STAGE

THE MAC
11 MAY - 15 MAY 2022

GRAND OPERA HOUSE
18 MAY - 22 MAY 2022

Thousands have turned up in Belfast today for the
chance to meet world famous Angel Medium, Tori
Adams. The faithful flock firmly believe, that they
are guided through life by their own guardian angels.
In meeting Tori today, they hope to speak to their
angels and if they’re really lucky, maybe even get
a wee message back from them...Conversations with
Angels, presented by Brassneck Theatre Company
is a hilarious, uplifting and ultimately inspiring new
play which will leave all of us feeling a little bit closer
to the angels. Age guidance: 12+

It’s Friday night and Ben knows that means only one
thing – staying with Granny! There will be cabbage
soup, cabbage pie and cabbage cake and Ben knows
one thing for sure – it’s going to be sooooooooo
boring! But what Ben doesn’t know is that Granny
has a secret – and Friday nights are about to get more
exciting than he could ever imagine, as he embarks
on the adventure of a lifetime with his
very own Gangsta Granny!
u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more

THE SECRET
IMAGINARIUM

CREATIVE DAYS FOR KIDS
AND YOUNG PEOPLE

GARDEN SHOW IRELAND, ANTRIM
29 APRIL - 1 MAY 2022

THE WORKSHOP @BOOM STUDIOS
VARIOUS THROUGH MAY

Park at The Junction and take the shuttle bus to
Antrim Castle Gardens to enjoy Cahoots’ latest
spectacular interactive show, The Secret Imaginarium,
in their Big Top at Garden Show Ireland.

Join us through May for creative fun! Messy Mornings,
Messy Giggles Art Club & Pop-Ups, Get Messy
after-school art clubs, Squiggles&Giggles, Family Art
Mash-Ups, iCreate - Digital Art, Teen Art Journalling,
Figure Drawing for Teens.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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GET
INVOLVED

COURSES HAVE RESTARTED!

LEARN AN INSTRUMENT

CRESCENT ARTS CENTRE
REGISTER NOW

ANDERSONSTOWN SCHOOL OF
TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY MUSIC

Crescent Arts Centre has restarted their amazing
range of courses so check out the website for details
and get onto the mailing list to book your places for
next term. Just a sample of their range includes ballet
for adults; French conversation; guitar; applique and
embroidery; creative writing and so much more.

If you have always fancied learning to play an
instrument, check out the fabulous range of classes on
offer. Check the website for the full details but bodhran,
fiddle, flute, guitar, banjo, mandolin, tin whistle are all
catered for. Sign up for classes for a term and take part
live or by Zoom.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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GET
INVOLVED
ENERGY OF LIGHT DISCO
MILLENNIUM FORUM, DERRY
27 MAY 2022
Come along to the Energy of Light Disco, a monthly
disco for adults who are experiencing limited physical,
sensory and or learning ability. DJ Oliver will have you
dancing to a range of music including pop, country and
the very best of dance hits. So come along and enjoy
the music, dance and have fun! Carers and Parents
Go Free! 8.30pm – 10.00pm Ages 15+
u Click here to see more

CREATIVE DAYS FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE AND ADULTS
BOOM STUDIOS
THROUGH MAY, VARIOUS TIMES
Join us to develop your art skills through May.
Life Drawing, Abstract Art, Watercolour Painting,
Art for the Heart, Introduction to Portraiture, Rock
Painting for Grown Ups, Macrame Crafts, Field
Sketch-Booking, Linocut Print Projects
u Click here to see more

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY
TEA DANCE
MILLENNIUM FORUM, DERRY
26 MAY 2022
Dementia Friendly Tea Dances are held once a month
in our Studio Theatre. The tea dance is free with an
afternoon of entertainment and music provided by
Dougie Breslin. Booking for our 2022 Tea Dances is
now open, booking is essential. Places are limited
– Telephone 028 71264455 (Option 1) to book and
advise of any dietary requirements.
u Click here to see more
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GET
INVOLVED

BELFAST STREET
ART WALKING TOUR
STARTS FROM COMMERCIAL COURT
8, 15, 22, 29 MAY 2022
If you spend any time in Belfast you’ll know that it’s
walls are covered in art. Often this art has been used
to mark territory for one side or the other but recently,
alongside this, something transformative has been
bubbling. Street artists from across the globe have
joined a new breed of Belfast based street artists to
leave their mark on the city, and in particular in the
Cathedral Quarter where the annual festival Hit the
North takes place. As curators of this festival Seedhead
Arts know the artists, the stories, and perhaps most
importantly the need to forge a new narrative for
Belfast. Our Street Art Walking Tour forms part of that
narrative. This art speaks of love, of laughter, of anger,
of beauty and of defiance but most of all it speaks of
Belfast and the place that it’s becoming. Join us for
a gently paced, two hour walk around the ever
changing face of Belfast Street art every Sunday at
noon, leaving from the red benches on Commercial
Court (beside the Duke of York)

TASTE THE WORLD FESTIVAL
NEWCASTLE
7 MAY - 8 MAY 2022
Beyond Skin are co-managing this free to attend
Taste The World Festival in Newcastle. Annie Menter,
independent producer and founder of Taste the
World said “We are so excited to be bringing Taste
the World to Northern Ireland at the foot of the
Mournes in Newcastle. Our vision for sharing music,
food and conversation, opens up hearts and minds
to the wealth of creativity and diversity both globally
and locally. It is something we believe touches on
shared histories and individual experiences. Finding
connections and celebrating difference can be
a powerful tool for change. We can’t wait to come
together with organisations and individuals to share
what we feel sure will be a ‘Taste the World’ to
remember.” Annie Menter, independent producer
and founder of Taste the World
u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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GET
INVOLVED

YOUNG MUSICIANS
REQUIRED FOR PHANTOM
OF THE OPERA

BE IN THE CAST OF
CINDERELLA THIS
CHRISTMAS!

MILLENNIUM FORUM, DERRY
REGISTER NOW

MILLENNIUM FORUM
8, 15, 22, 29 MAY 2022

Are you a musician Grade 7 or above and have
a good standard of sight-reading? The Millennium
Forum has an exciting opportunity for local
musicians to join the orchestra of this year’s youth
musical, The Phantom Of The Opera. Under the
musical directorship of Alan Wright, the orchestra
will join the youth musical production of the Lloyd
Webber classic which will perform at the cityside
theatre from Wed 3rd to Sat 6th August. Millennium
Forum Youth Productions is now actively seeking
local musicians with a particular experience in the
following instruments: Violins; Violas; Cello; Trumpets;
Trombones; French Horn; Clarinets; Woodwind
I (Flute, Clarinet, Tenor Sax, Soprano Sax); Woodwind
II (Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Baritone Sax, Soprano Sax).
Audition Requirements - a performance of 2/3 mins
of own choice material. Auditions – Tuesday 3rd May
4.30pm – 7pm at The Millennium Forum Theatre and
Conference Centre. Age of participants – 14-21.
To book an audition email:
magsc@millenniumforum.co.uk

Fancy starring in one of the UK’s best pantos (source:
UK Panto Awards) this Christmas? If you’ve ever
fancied treading the boards in a professional theatrical
production, make your way to the Millennium Forum
on Friday 6th (3pm-6pm) and Saturday 7th May
(10am-1pm) when the North West’s premier theatre will
be holding auditions for yet another fabulous Christmas
panto, ‘Cinderella’, sponsored by the Richmond Centre.
Directed by Jonathan Burgess and produced by the
Millennium Forum, ‘Cinderella’ at the Forum is the only
professional panto in the North West and boasts the
best in local talent in the biggest show of the Autumn/
Winter programme of events. A number of lead cast
roles including Cinderella, Prince Charming, the two
Ugly Sisters, the Baron and the Chamberlain/Dandini
are up for grabs at the auditions. If it’s simply singing
and dancing that’s your thing, then there are also
a number of adult ‘General Ensemble’ parts to be won
(age 17+). All roles require excellent singing, acting
and dancing ability. Auditions for ‘Cinderella’ will be
held in the Millennium Forum on Friday 6th (3pm-6pm)
and Saturday 7th May (10am-1pm). Anyone interested
should contact Lisa Lynch on 028 (048 from the
Republic) 71 272770 between 9.30am – 4pm
(Mon-Fri only) or email lisal@millenniumforum.co.uk
to arrange an audition time. Please note, you must
arrange an audition in advance.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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GET
INVOLVED

CATHEDRAL QUARTER ARTS
FESTIVAL: CQ BAZAAR
THE COMMON MARKET
2 MAY 2022
CQ Bazaar returns to Cathedral Quarter Arts Festival
with a feast of delights in the Common Market.
Live Music all evening with an eclectic mix of DJs,
independent record labels, second hand vinyl, vintage
clothes, antiques and retro furniture. The best Art,
design and craft and a feast of delicious food from
local producers. Come and treat your eyes, ears,
mouth and pockets.
u Click here to see more

THE BRUISER ARTS ACADEMY

MOVES AND MELODIES

THE BRIAN FRIEL THEATRE
REGISTER NOW FOR JULY

MILLENNIUM FORUM, DERRY
19 MAY 2022

Bruiser are back with their drama courses for young
people and emerging artists this Summer. Intensive
training courses for ages 12-18 and 18+ in their unique
style of physical theatre. There are three courses
on offer: The START Academy - For young people
with little-no previous experience (Ages 12-16) The
Summer School - A ten-day course for ages 12-18
The Graduate Academy - A twelve-day course for
ages 18+. Click through the link to get an email when
auditions open.

Moves and Melodies is an age friendly project
in the Millennium Forum that includes song and
dance workshops for 60 people. This project will
be provided complimentary and will be held once
a month in our Studio Theatre. The music facilitator
is Fiona Logue and the dance facilitator is Emma
Lindsay from Emma Lindsay Dance. There will be
an opportunity to learn new dance skills and sing
a range of song styles every month.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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EXHIBITION
AND FILM

HIT THE NORTH STREET ART FESTIVAL
KENT STREET & CATHEDRAL QUARTER BELFAST
01 MAY 2022
Seedhead Arts with support from Hennessy NI,
is gearing up once more to bring Ireland’s
biggest street art festival to Belfast. The ‘Hit The
North’ Street Art Festival (HTN), will see over 50
renowned international and local street artists
create a breath-taking array of modern murals
across Belfast over the May bank holiday weekend.
For the first time since 2019, Belfast will play home
to European artists travelling to Northern Ireland to
take part in a ‘paint jam’ on Kent Street on Sunday
1st May. Spectators can expect entertainment, food

trucks and refreshments as they watch murals come
to life. An innovative new fringe programme has also
been unveiled as part of the festival’s roster, giving
audiences more opportunities to meet the artists
behind the art and hear the stories behind their
creation. Events include an Artist Exhibition at the
Vault Studios, an open night live sketching event
and city walking tours, focused on food and street art.
u Click here to see more
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EXHIBITION
AND FILM

THE TRUTH IS IN THE SOIL
BELFAST EXPOSED
3 MARCH - 21 MAY 2022
Belfast Exposed presents a solo photographic
exhibition that showcases new photographic works
by Futures Awardee, Ioanna Sakellaraki, ‘The Truth
is in the Soil’. Sakellaraki’s body of work is compelling
and intense as she explores grief and mourning
rituals in today’s Greek communities.
u Click here to see more

WE, US, THEM

SEEN TO BE HEARD

BELFAST EXPOSED
3 MARCH - 21 MAY 2022

BELFAST EXPOSED
28 APRIL - 21 MAY 2022

We, Us, Them is a collaborative exhibition between
Belfast Exposed and the Centre for Contemporary
Photography, Melbourne which acts as a platform
through which seven female artists explore personal
reflections on communal history, identity and place.
The project’s ambition is to connect and promote
indigenous languages and cultures, acknowledging
the positive changes and achievements of such
communities surviving and adapting to their changing
environments. The artists featured in ‘We, Us, Them’
approach this representation from a rich variety of
viewpoints, charting the multiple expressions of group
and community identity, whilst also exploring the basis
of collaboration.

A powerful exhibition of women living with secondary
breast cancer in Northern Ireland is set to go on
display at leading photographic gallery Belfast
Exposed. The exhibition entitled ‘Seen to be Heard’
will feature 30 portraits of women from here all
living with a secondary breast cancer diagnosis.
Photographer Jennifer Willis has brought together
16 women, all living with Secondary Breast Cancer,
to create a body of evidence. The images throw
light on the challenges they face, physically on
their bodies, and emotionally on their lives, as they
experience surgery, chemotherapy and radiography
as part of their cancer treatments. The exhibition
wants to shed light on these issues and appeal to
politicians and medical people to act and support
those with a secondary breast cancer diagnosis.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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EXHIBITION
AND FILM

CATHEDRAL QUARTER ARTS
FESTIVAL: THE BEATLES
BUNGALOW - MICHAEL
DONALD EXHIBITION
THE JOHN HEWITT
01 MAY 2022
Peter Jackson’s highly acclaimed recent film, Get
Back, offers a rare insight into the creative process of
the Beatles as they finished recording the album Let
it Be. Much of the album was written in the Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi’s ashram in Rishikesh in the foothills
off the Himalayas in northern India where the band
sought spiritual solace and an escape from the
trappings of fame. The ashram, while still open to the
public has now fallen into decay and is a ruin slowly
being swallowed up by the surrounding forest. The
photographer, Michael Donald, visited the site in 2020
to make a record of the place before it disappears
back into the mountains. The ghosts of the band are
ever present in the crumbling paint of the bungalow
where they lived for much of 1968 writing what would
become, Let it Be.
u Click here to see more

CATHEDRAL QUARTER ARTS
FESTIVAL: MONTY PYTHON
AND THE FOLEY GRAIL
ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, SAILORTOWN
03 MAY 2022
Compass Presents an expanded screening of cult
comedy film ‘Monty Python & The Holy Grail’ with
audience-participation live foley. Foley sound in a film
helps to create and set the mood and atmosphere of
a scene. Grab your coconuts and go on a quest for
the Holy Grail... (or Foley Grail, if you will!) Upon your
arrival, you will be handed a package of foley-delights.
Follow your cue-master to add live sound effects – en
masse – and make one of the most laugh-out-loud
films of all time even funnier! Released in 1975, Monty
Python’s Holy Grail is a comedy masterpiece and
cult classic. King Arthur, King of the Britons, faces a
multitude of obstacles including the tenacious Knights
of Ni, a rude Frenchman and a killer rabbit on his
quest to find the Grail. This is a silly screening for silly
people. We encourage you to dress for the occasion,
shout out your favourite lines and arrive at upon your
invisible horse.
u Click here to see more

12

EXHIBITION
AND FILM

GHOULS ON FILM PRESENTS
A PAGE OF MADNESS (1926) LIVE SCORE
THE BLACK BOX
29 MAY 2022
In this very special screening event, we have the
absolute pleasure of showing Teinosuke Kinugasa’s
silent, avant-garde masterpiece, A Page Of Madness
(1926), with a unique live score curated by Aoife Wolf,
featuring musical accompaniment from Phil Quinn
and Cameron Clarke.
u Click here to see more

CLARE BARCLAY: THRUM
THE MAC
15 APRIL - 3 JULY 2022
Claire Barclay is a visual artist recognised for
producing large-scale sculptural installations
created in response to specific contexts. Her works
are immersive sensory experiences that explore
our interactions with materials and functionality,
by combining formal elements that evoke thinking
around the “psychological relationships between
human beings and the objects that we live with
and produce.”
u Click here to see more

TOLD/UNTOLD ELIN JOHNSTON
MARKET PLACE THEATRE
6 MAY - 2 JULY 2022
Elin is an award-winning Visual Artist in practice since
2010. Through her work, Elin Johnston investigates
aspects of collective and individual corporeal
presence, conditions of self and impact upon place,
and makes visible resonances of embedded cultural,
social, and industrial memory. In these inter-related
series, she employs Video and Experimental Moving
Image, 2D Digital Imaging, and 3D Sculptural
Assemblage to interpret and signify thematic
perceptions, emotions, and concerns which, whether
revealed or withheld, serve to shape and define
individual or shared values and responses.
u Click here to see more
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EXHIBITION
AND FILM

INVERNOMUTO

OUTDOOR ART EXHIBITION

VOID DERRY
9 APRIL - 4 JUNE 2022

CITY QUAYS BELFAST
APRIL - SEPTEMBER 2022

Void is delighted to present BLACK MED SECCO,
a solo exhibition by Invernomuto, the name of the
artistic personality created in 2003 by Simone
Bertuzzi and Simone Trabucchi. Preview: Saturday
9 April, 6 - 8pm - Book here. Invernomuto’s works
are research-based projects that often use cultural
references as their starting points.

Belfast Harbour has partnered with Belfast Photo
Festival to create a free outdoor gallery on Belfast’s
waterfront, which over a period of six months will
showcase world class photographic artists at the new
City Quays Gallery. The new exhibition is now open
and will run until September in the City Quays area
of Belfast’s iconic waterfront. The exhibition is one of
a number of community initiatives scheduled during
2022, to mark Belfast Harbour’s celebrations of the
175th Anniversary of Belfast Harbour Commissioners.
With a goal of increasing accessibility to the visual
arts, the partnership between Belfast Photo Festival
and Belfast Harbour provides free public access to
the work of two international photographic artists,
with artwork displayed along Belfast’s waterfront.
Each artist’s work will be exhibited for three months,
beginning at Easter, with the ‘Wildermann’ exhibition
by French portrait photographer Charles Fréger,
followed by Italian still life photographer, Guido
Mocafico from June. Designed so the public can
experience the work from multiple angles and
perspectives, the exhibition will be staged on five
special, purpose-built triangular display frameworks
and will show 15 pieces of art in total over the
six-month period.

u Click here to see more

HOW DID WE GET TO:
KNOW SO LITTLE?
GOLDEN THREAD GALLERY
12 MAY - 09 JULY 2022
A collaboration between Golden Thread Gallery and
Belfast Film Festival, occurring in conjunction with
Docs Ireland 2022. This exhibition of artist films
explores how museums and archives perpetuate
western colonialism through categorisation and
collecting objects, and hopes to spark a dialogue
about the politics of the museum.
u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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EXHIBITION
AND FILM

RE:NEW WALLACE
#5 ‘OH LEAU L’EAU’
R-SPACE GALLERY, LISBURN
9 APRIL - 6 MAY 2022
The Wallace Artist Residency programme in
association with the Wallace Collection, London
is now in its sixth year. For Re: New Wallace #5
three artists were jointly commissioned to create
the first animated short film on the story of the
Wallace fountains. Northern Irish Artists Meg Earls
and Neil Foster are collaborating with French
composer Nelson Santoni on the work. The finished
piece will be previewed at R- and is scheduled to
be screened in Paris later in the year.

SPRING FLING
R-SPACE GALLERY, LISBURN
14-28 MAY 2022
R-Space Gallery brings together three artists with
different creative practices for a Spring art sale.
Working with mixed media, textiles and ceramics,
Sarah McWilliams, Janet Hackney and Zara Lyness
present a range of works that display some of the
talent of Northern Irish based artists.
u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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PERFORMANCE

ULSTER ORCHESTRA:
A POSTCARD FROM ITALY

LORD OF THE DANCE:
25TH ANNIVERSRY

ULSTER HALL
13 MAY 2022

WATERFRONT HALL
3 MAY - 8 MAY 2022

Daniele Rustioni would like to take you on some
musical travels. In this concert, we explore music
by the generazione dell’ottanta (‘generation of ‘80’),
a group of Italian composers all born around 1880
and who shifted their attention from the operas
of Puccini to instrumental music. Enjoy Malipiero
Fantasie di Ogni Giorno; Casella Concerto Romano
for Organ and Orchestra; Respighi Fountains of
Rome; Pizzetti Suite: La Pisanella

Since its premiere 25 years ago, it has become
one the most successful touring productions in
entertainment history, having been seen by over 60
million people. The show will go to the next level in
2022 for its 25th anniversary tour. Fans can expect
new staging, new costumes and choreography
plus cutting-edge technology, special effects and
remarkable lighting.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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PERFORMANCE

WEST SIDE STORY

MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL 2

GRAND OPERA HOUSE
10 MAY - 14 MAY 2022

MILLENNIUM FORUM, DERRY
22 MAY 2022

From the first notes to the final breath, West Side
Story is one of the most memorable musicals and
greatest love stories of all time. Young lovers are
caught between prejudice and warring street gangs
in one of the most important and powerful musicals of
all time. Arthur Laurents’ book remains as powerful,
poignant and timely as ever. The score by Leonard
Bernstein and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim are widely
regarded as among the best ever written. The world’s
greatest love story – based on Shakespeare’s Romeo
and Juliet – takes to the streets in this landmark
Broadway musical that is one of the theatre’s
finest accomplishments. Note: This is an amateur
production presented by Ulster Operatic Company.

Cruising Through Menopause is the hysterical sequel
to our smash-hit Menopause The Musical®, we fast
forward five years to catch up with the same four
characters for tales of their lives, loves and losses
as they set off on the high seas. Hot flushes, mood
swings, memory lapses, weight gain – these are
a few of our favourite menopausal things! Cruising
Through Menopause is a hilarious, heartfelt, reassuring
and unflinching look at the joys of menopause and
friendship. When your life is a bumpy ride full of twists
and turns, it’s hard to find true friends. But step on
board and we’ll take you on a trip of self-discovery,
love and friendship all backed by a soundtrack of
brand-new toe-tapping parodied hits!

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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PERFORMANCE

TRANSLATIONS
LYRIC THEATRE
23 APRIL - 29 MAY 2022
It’s August 1833. The pupils have gathered in a
hedge-school in the townland of Baile Beag/Ballybeg.
This Irish-speaking community in Donegal, has
become the unlikely focal point for a changing world.
There are plans for a new English-speaking national
school and a group of Royal Engineers have arrived
to map the area. Translations examines the fractious
relationship between people and nations through
the lens of language and (mis)communication. Brian
Friel’s play is a modern masterpiece and finds a new
potency, in a time where Brexit has thrown current
Anglo-Irish relations into sharp relief, redrawing old
boundaries, and opening up old wounds.
u Click here to see more

BLUE STOCKINGS

THE BODY & BLOOD - LIVE

LYRIC THEATRE
17 MAY - 21 MAY 2022

THE BLACK BOX
15 MAY 2022

1896. Girton College, Cambridge, the first college
in Britain to admit women. The Girton girls study
ferociously and match their male peers grade for
grade. Yet, when the men graduate, the women
leave with nothing but the stigma of being a ‘blue
stocking’ - an unnatural, educated woman. They
are denied degrees and go home unqualified and
unmarriageable.

The Body & Blood is a 19th Century Irish Famine folk
fable written and told in verse by the artist, writer,
and filmmaker Carol Murphy. It is the story of the rise
and fall of Maggie Murtagh, an Irish country girl who
transmogrifies into The Vigilante Cannibal Nun.
She steals from the rich to give to the starving poor.
She eats her victims; becomes an addict;
and destroys her soul.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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PERFORMANCE

THE CHER SHOW

NO CITATION

GRAND OPERA HOUSE
24 MAY - 28 MAY 2022

LYRIC THEATRE
4 MAY - 8 MAY 2022

From a young kid with big dreams, to the dizzying
heights of global stardom, The Cher Show tells the
incredible story of Cher’s meteoric rise to fame, flying
in the face of convention at every turn. In a dazzling
glitter fest of flamboyant glory, sparkling with Cher’s
signature wit and style, you’ll be spinning in the
aisles to the sounds of her biggest hits, including
The Shoop Shoop Song, I Got You Babe, If I Could
Turn Back Time, Strong Enough and Believe.
Three West End stars play Cher as we span her
iconic career in a joyous party musical celebrating
independence and individuality – be inspired by
the greatest influencer of our time.

Piano man, Jeremy d’Wolfe doesn’t know it yet,
but this is his last gig... After breaking into derelict
Dimitri’s Piano Bar, Jeremy attempts to treat his
audience to an evening of his latest songs, but find
he’s being interrupted by ghosts from his past.
As the realisation dawns on him that this may be
his last gig ever, he tries to set the record straight.
Born in Dublin, the now Belfast-based writer Kyron
Bourke is considered something of a town minstrel,
an outsider telling tales in song, of heartbreak, guilt
and human experience - all with a knowing grin.
Don’t miss Kyron’s latest show.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more

BIAF22: BETWEEN
TINY CITIES
THE MAC
FRI 6 - SAT 7 MAY 2022
In Between Tiny Cities dancers Erak Mith, from Phnom
Penh, Cambodia and Aaron Lim, from Darwin, Australia
use the rituals, movement styles and language of
their shared hip-hop culture to reveal the dramatically
different worlds that surround them and uncover the
choreographic links that unite them.
u Click here to see more
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PERFORMANCE

JUKEBOX CABARET

GARY NUMAN

BARDIC THEATRE
6 MAY - 15 MAY 2022

WATERFRONT HALL
21 MAY 2022

Jukebox Cabaret takes front and centre stage this
May to continue our 40th Anniversary celebrations.
Cabaret Jukebox is a theatre experience like no
other ever seen in Bardic. The evening will feature
songs from musical favourites like We Will Rock You!,
Motown The Musical, The Rat Pack - Live at The
Sands, Mamma Mia, Tina - The Musical and so much
more all in an intimate cabaret setting.

Gary Numan, electronic music pioneer, is coming to
Belfast’s Ulster Hall on 21 May 2022 for his biggest
show in Northern Ireland to date. Following a sold
out show in 2018, Gary Numan will now be headlining
the iconic Ulster Hall in May 2022 in support of his
18th studio album ‘Intruder’. Intruder is the follow up
to the critically acclaimed, and his highest charting
album, ‘Savage: Songs from a Broken World’.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more

YOUNG PLAYWRIGHTS
THEATRE SHOWCASE
LYRIC THEATRE
29 MAY 2022
This is as new as writing gets… A group of teenagers
from across NI (ages 14-18) will spend Spring 2022
talking, reading and learning about playwriting,
guided by Fighting Words NI dramaturgs and writing
mentors. Each of the writers will create their own
short play, and a team of professional theatre artists
will help bring these hot-off-the-press scripts to the
Lyric stage as rehearsed readings. Never predictable,
always fizzing with humour and intelligence, the
Young Playwrights showcase is your chance to
witness performances crafted by NI’s newest
playwrights.
u Click here to see more
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CITY OF DERRY JAZZ AND
BIG BAND FESTIVAL
VARIOUS VENUES, DERRY
28 APRIL - 2 MAY 2022
Northern Ireland’s biggest and best Jazz Festival
returns this May Bank Holiday weekend, 28 April –
2 May 2022! Returning after two years, the celebration
will be even better, featuring artists from all over the
World and welcoming more than 70,000 revellers.
Among popular acts performing at the Festival this
year, include Imelda May, Hyde Park Brass Band,
Jumpin Up! and many more!
u Click here to see more

CLANNAD
MILLENNIUM FORUM, DERRY
23 MAY 2022
The Grammy and BAFTA award winning band,
Clannad, has sold more than 15 million records
worldwide. Clannad has, without doubt, done more
than any other group to take Irish music and the Irish
language to a worldwide audience. Fusing elements
of traditional Irish music with more contemporary folk,
new age and rock, they have created a beautifully
unique and ethereal sound which combines haunting
melodies and mesmerising vocals to transcend
the sands of time whilst appealing to a worldwide
audience of all ages.
u Click here to see more
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ADRIA: THE FIRM WE
LOVED SO WELL
THE ALLEY THEATRE, STRABANE
12 MAY 2022
Music To Your Ears is proud to present their first live
performance since March 2020, with a collection of
old songs that evoke memories of the rich past of our
town. An evening of entertainment, not to be missed.
u Click here to see more

GERARD BRADLEY PRESENTS
THE ALLEY THEATRE, STRABANE
06 MAY 2022
An evening with Vocalist Ruth Corey, Robert Peoples
on violin, accompanied by Gerard Bradley on Piano.
Expect an electric mix of music styles; Irish Folk, Pop
Jazz and Opera from talented and established guest
artists from the North West accompanied by Gerard
Bradley in trio/Quartet format.
u Click here to see more

KATE BUSH NIGHT WITH
BABY BUSHKA
THE BLACK BOX
21 MAY 2022
The music and magic of Kate Bush reaches far
and wide across the seas and skies to San Diego,
California where eight women gather to create the
“wonderfully bewitching” Baby Bushka. With great
respect and wide eyes, this powerhouse troupe
delivers “other-worldly versions” of your favourite
songs “from the ethereal to the bombastic and back
again”. Filled with four-part harmonies and epic
choreographed dancing, Baby Bushka is a wonder
you have to experience to believe.
u Click here to see more
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BELFAST GUITAR NIGHT
PRESENTS ROB LUFT

CATHAL Ó CURRÁIN
& MARTY BARRY

CRESCENT ARTS CENTRE
19 MAY 2022

DUNCAIRN ARTS CENTRE
20 MAY 2022

Rob Luft is an award-winning 28-year-old jazz guitarist
from London whose virtuosity has been compared
to that of six-string legends John McLaughlin, Al Di
Meola & Paco De Lucia. He was the recipient of the
2016 Kenny Wheeler Prize from the Royal Academy of
Music, and he also received the 2nd Prize in the 2016
Montreux Jazz Guitar Competition at Montreux Jazz
Festival. His debut album, “Riser”, was released on
Edition Records in 2017 to widespread acclaim from
the European jazz media. Along with performance on
the Thursday evening, come learn from the maestro
himself as he leads a special workshop on Saturday
21 May. Check the website for the details.

Cathal Ó Curráin, from Gaoth Dobhair, Co.Donegal
& Marty Barry from Banbridge, Co.Down join forces
to launch both their highly anticipated solo albums,
Cosán Ceoil and The Sweet Bann Waterside. Both
Cathal Ó Curráin & Marty Barry come from families
deeply rooted in the song tradition and can trace their
musical lineage back to the 1800s. Their interest in
music come from songs and stories they collected.
Cathal, from his aunts Caitlín and Bríd Joe Jack, and
Marty through his great-grandmother renowned
singer Margaret Barry. They will be joined by some
special guests on the night. This will be a night to
remember, bígí linn.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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CATHEDRAL QUARTER ARTS FESTIVAL: HARMONY SAVES THE WORLD
THE BLACK BOX
02 - 03 MAY 2022
Harmony is a wellness guru on a mission to save
the world through the power of love. The world is
sick, so why not be part of the cure? Join Harmony’s
revolution to save humanity by using her transforming
programme to rid yourself of your prejudices and
become truly enlightened. Let her guide, embrace
and transform you so that you too can love everyone,
even the dicks. If you think that sounds too hard,
don’t worry! Harmony knows the difficulty of ridding
yourself from prejudice because she was once as
hate-filled and bitter as you are. This is a show about
how we really feel about the people around us, about

our divided society, and how we talk to each other
as we establish equality. Harmony Saves the World is
all about laughing through some uncomfortable truths
and hopefully, maybe, being a bit kinder to each
other. Brought to you by Amadan who use the styles
of clown & bouffon to engage with their audience
in a visceral, entertaining, relevant & at times
confrontational way. Includes audience participation
and some swearing. Age 16yrs+
u Click here to see more
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FESTIVAL OF FOOLS:
AFTER HOURS (ADULTS
ONLY SHOW!)
CIRCUSFUL, GORDON STREET
01 MAY 2022
A Festival of Fools First! A triple bill of three
astonishing shows, using trapeze, acrobatics, juggling
and clowning to explore gender, punk, feminism and
clownarchism. Three acts at the forefront of circus
performance in NI present their newest work in this
exciting new chapter for Festival of Fools! Age 18+
u Click here to see more

BIAF22: AYANNA LLOYD
BANWO AND AMANDA
SMYTH AND EMILIE PINE
AND AUDREY MAGEE
NO ALIBIS BOOKSTORE
10 & 12 MAY
Join Ayanna Lloyd Banwo and Amanda Smyth (10
May) and Emilie Pine and Audrey Magee (12 May) as
we discuss their recent book releases and inspirations
in the intimate surroundings of No Alibis on Botanic
Avenue. Part of Belfast International Arts Festival’s
extended 60th season. £7 full / £6 concession
u Click here to see more

CATHEDRAL QUARTER
ARTS FESTIVAL: JOHN
SHUTTLEWORTH’S BACK
THE BLACK BOX
02 MAY 2022

SOUP INK.
THE BLACK BOX
12 MAY 2022

‘John Shuttleworth’s Back’… is giving him trouble.
Years of strenuous DIY, not to mention playing his
organ whilst perched upon a multi pack of Diet Sprite
with no lumber support, has taken its toll. But – ever
the trouper – John returns to regale audiences with
an evening of his classic songs (plus new ones and
hilarious ‘back’ stories), pausing only to reapply his
deep heat rub!

SOUP INK are a creative co-operative based in
Belfast. They run accessible literary events & gigs in
the city on a monthly basis. They prioritise creating
a safe & inclusive space at every one of their events,
building a community to pull different creative
mediums closer so they can collaborate & play
together. This social is a chance to hear original work
by some of Belfast’s up & coming writers. SOUP set
the theme, and it’s up to readers to come with a piece
that works with it. This time it’s VIRTUAL SPACE.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more
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NI MENTAL HEALTH ARTS
FESTIVAL: ‘GATHER’
PUBLICATION LAUNCH
THE BLACK BOX
04 MAY 2022
Did you know that a group of Puffins is called
a ‘gathering’? Join us from 7pm to 9pm with sounds
from ‘Drink More Water’ and performances from
Cathaoir Cassidy to celebrate the launch of our
new publication ‘Gather’. Artists from around NI
were specially commissioned by NIMHAF to create
a response to this year’s festival theme.
u Click here to see more

PAUL MERTON’S
IMPRO CHUMS
ULSTER HALL
23 MAY 2022
Paul Merton, Richard Vranch, Suki Webster, Mike
McShane and accompanist Kirsty Newton are back
on the road to visit Belfast with another evening of
mind-blowing improvisation. Merton’s chums are
known for being the most seasoned performers in
the field, they know just how to work the games,
the suggestions and the audience for maxium effect.
u Click here to see more
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CATHEDRAL QUARTER
ARTS FESTIVAL THE
NOWHERE INN (FILM)

CATHEDRAL QUARTER
ARTS FESTIVAL
JONATHAN BARNBROOK

THE GREEN ROOM (BLACK BOX)
01 MAY 2022

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER (ART COLLEGE)
05 MAY 2022

A mischievous, metafictional account of making
a music documentary – about St Vincent.

This will be fascinating - a talk by the outstanding
graphic designer on his work with Bowie, Damien
Hirst, Penguin books, Adbusters and the Occupy
movement.

u Click here to see more

u Click here to see more

MIDWEEK MAGIC CLUB
THE BLACK BOX
11 MAY 2022
All magic is not the same. Midweek Magic Club
(MWMC) is the magic equivalent of a garage band
playing in a sweaty basement bar. It’s rough, it’s
intimate, it’s full of raw energy and we’re going to be
right up in your faces blowing your minds. MWMC
is a two and a half hour event which is all about the
close up. Close up magic that happens right at your
table. It’s an event that allows you to see old friends
or make new ones because the micro performances
are spread out over the evening, allowing you to
socialise and have a beer in-between. There’s really
not another night like it in Belfast.
u Click here to see more

BIANCA DEL RIO:
UNSANITIZED
ULSTER HALL
26 MAY 2022
Comedy queen and RuPaul’s Drag Race champion,
Bianca Del Rio made history on her “It’s Jester Joke”
stand-up tour as the first drag queen to headline and
sell out Wembley Arena and Carnegie Hall. All along
her “Unsanitized” stand-up tour, America’s funniest
drag superstar and self-proclaimed “clown in a gown”
will bring her snarky frankness, impeccable timing,
and politically incorrect humor for a comedy show
like no other. Bianca Del Rio is a dimple-cheeked,
larger-than-life drag queen and outrageous comic
who isn’t afraid to shock and offend.
u Click here to see more
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